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A if 

E IS S AY 

t k THE 

^ft^r Ri6dt>LATiOif and iMPROvEkEist 

• • * 

OF 

DkAie s t% 

HE Pfeafup? i received from yoiir 
laft obliging Letter^ dem^ndls a bet^ 
ter AcknOYrledgmcnt than at prefent 
1 ata ablfc to make. The Succeis q£ 
your LabotirS in the glorioUs Caiife of truth 
iand Liberty^ Which you modeftly call fur^ 
prizing^ is by no means jfo to your Friends, 
whokno^v atid admire the (hinit^ talents^ 
the ihdefatigabfe Application, the engaging 
Addrefej and ciitenfive Benevolence^ by which 
you Hand eminently diftinguiflied among all 
true Lovers df Mankind; Who can vtronder 
tliat Wit and Learning (tiould triumph over the 
glaring Abfurdities ofPriefticraft and Superfti^ 
tiouj when we fee them daily beCbme the Scorn 
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pretend to be wifer or i>etter thgn his Lapd^ 
fdrd, cipcai^ly than the Lord of the Manner] 
and that it is impoflUble for a poor Rafqil tha( 
rents 20 or 30 /. per annum^ to think and judge 
as properly of i^cb iptricate Subjeds as the 
'Squire, who is, perhaps, in the Commiffion of 
the Peace^ or the Militia^ rides in his Coach, 
^d laughs at the Parfon and his Preachments 
every Day of his Life^ 

And this has produced another lucky Con* 
fequence, which cannot fail, one tinae or other^ 
of turning out greatly to our Advantage. Se- 
veral of the younger and more polite Clergy, 
who are Candidates for Fame, or Promotion, 
or both, and find that very little of either is tq 
be obtained by a ftiff, fullen Adherence tp the 
old-fafhioned Schemes of Orthodoxy and Mot 
f ality, think it their Intereft tp be more coiif « 
plaiiant to thofe who have it in their Power to 
diftinguUh and prefer them \ they find there is 
more to be got by being good Companions, 
than good Chriflians, and confider it as a Point 
of Policy, as well as good Breeding, not to iur 
ferru[)t Convcrfiition wh^ln they are in CpmpaT 
py with their Superiors 5 and whatever Suqed 
happens to be ftarted, or Liberties of Speech 
taken, by thofe who may have it in their power 
to mend or mar their Fortunes, they tbipk it 
their beft Way to eat their Pud4ing and hold, 
ibiir tmgueSy without pretending to be wifer 
4han the reft of the Company, This has al- 
ready had a good EfTedt, and has convinced 
Nufnbers of People, that either thofe Gentle- 

men 
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m9» d^ npt J'fi^y Wiwc^ w gr^ not »We to4c» 

fend th9 |>D^|nss tjj^y ptetca^ to teach^ an4 
therefore are itlrsjdy, pr fi( leaft, in a fwr Way. 
tp be pf our Side of the Qupftion, Our Friend, 
the 'gquire^ mudc ^ P^rty t'plJbtr JJigfet to |»cet 
jLt Parron </-r — r-^'s, whp, jrou hxcm$ Im 
long fead ?n Eye tP hiisgr«it living ^ -&^r«^rj?, 
Aftpr the iirft Botfle^ wp uatmjilly fell «ipQ» 
Poytickp^ wUi> wi^*fyTcw^^iwi«)Religxoni 
iy,e qwickiy gr^w warw^ roaftcd jkbatui^s^ 
jMid tne whole Company pfCreedr makers^ with 
all the P^trpns apd D^^nders of Hevelatioo, 
Miracles, Myfteriesi i^f. ThP wclWbrcd 
)[>oQ:or g?ive ijs po Intprmptiop, pflfercd «t no 
Reply, but put about the Olafe, which he no^ 
ver bgulk'd when it came to his Turn. When 
the Conip^ny broke up^ he made us a hand- 
fome Compliment, by *flhring us, that bis Si- 
lence was purely the Effe^ of his ^od Breed«- 
ipg. GentUmeriy (iaid be) you may poffibly be 
(UrprUed that I have given no Interruptim to 
tbts Qwoerfation ; you load not (fmpedfg^ bf^4 it 
hf^ppened in any other Plae( % but I bold it to be 
W ej/ential Point of good Breeding not to contra* 
4i^ 4^y Gentleman in my own Jioi^n 

^uj: notwitbftandin^ all this, J cannot f^y 
that opr Succefs }^% hitherto bpen fueh ais wo 
might reafpnably expcft fron* the appawnt 
Coodncfs of our Cavfe, the Number, Weight 
^n4 Zeal of its Advocates, and the feeble Op- 
pofition of our Adverferies, ^ And it h^s eoft 
. me naapy an anxious Thought to difippver, if 

ppflibka to wbftt evil Fate or Mifcoudu<a we 

may 



may charge our Ill-iuccels, that we may be bet^ 
ter able to guard[ againft it for the future, and 
lay a folid and lafting Foundation for the Peace 
and Liberty of the next, if not of the prefent 
Generation.' And the firft great Rea- 

fon that occurs to me is, pur irregular imme* 
thodical Way of Proceeding. Method and 
Order are known and confelfcd to be the Life 
and Spirit of all regular Societies and great De* 
'figns, withotit which they can neither profper ' 
nor fubfift; their Profperity, nay their very 
Being, depends upon certain regular Difpofi- 
tions of Perfons, Times and Places, for the bet-p 
ter Execution of their Pefigns, and anfwering 
the Ends of their Inftitution ; fome are to com- 
mand, others to obey 5 fome to direft, others 
to fubmit to Direftion. And it is the great Du- 
ty and Bufinefs of Dircdlors, to judge of the 
' Charaders, Talents and AbiHiies of thofe who 
are fit to be employed in the feveral Branches 
' of the Adminiftration, And when, through 
an ovcr^ weening Conceit of their own Abilities, 
and a Contempt of the Judgment and Authori- 
ty of their Superiors, private Perfons fhall pre-* 
fume wantonly to break out of their proper 
Circle, and thruft thcmfelves into fiich Offices 
and Services, as they have neither Call, nor Ta- ' 
lents, nor Skill to execute, it muft infallibly end 
in the Damage and Confufion of the Society in 
general, and the Shame and Contempt of the • 
officious Intruders. Do but confider the State 
of your own Family, and fee how necefl&ry it 
is for the Peace and Profperity of the whole, 

that 
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that every one of your J)omefiics fhould have, 
his proper Ppft afligned him, agreeable to his 
Talents, Education and Way of Life. Should 
the^ Helper in the Stables pretend to the Office of 
Fakt ae Cbambre, the Pojlilion tarn Cook^ and 
the Whifper in refolve to be nothing lefs than 
Steward or Butler^ I fancy neither jj^^r Stables^ 
your Kitchen^ your Wardrobe^ nor your Excher 
quer^ . would long be in tolerable Order, your 
Family, in tolerable Peace, nor your Worfhip 
in tolerable Humour. ' 

To thislt may be anfwered, That this Suji- 
pofition does by no means affeA our. Cafe .j 
that we are not yet formed into a regular Soci- 
ety, and therefore have no direct Scheme to 
purfue ; that we are all upon the OfFerifive; 
our Buiinefs is only to demolifh and deftroy ; 
and that very little Method or Order is reqdred 
to efFedi: it j but that Strength and Courage feem 
'fufficient : But this is a dangerous Miftake. 
There is an Art in demoliihing as v^ell as in 
building, to do it lafely and efFcdually. He 
that fliopld attempt to demolifh an old Build- 
ing, and fhould begin with digging up Foun- 
dations, and dcftroying the Pillars and Buftref- 
fcs, will have good Luck if he doe^ not pull an 
old Houfe upon his Head.'-r- — -But our Cafe 
moft nearly refembles the [Siege of a fortified 
Town } which every one knows is to be effec- 
ted by Condiidt and Perfcverance, rather than 
by perfonal Courage and Bravery. We are at- 
tacking a Fortrcfs that has held it out many 
Agf s againft all forts, of Enemies. , The Gari- 

fdn 
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foil iSWdl jbiWrfdecf i^R Stbrt^i Aotttttltiitioili 

and Vt&moii$ df dU ieWttj And can hardly he 

tiktA or loft but by tlie CovJ^fdice ahd Treacher 
ry of its Gdvertibrs itttf Comttiandcrs. We att 
not therefore tbdeptftd updii thei Nbrttteri 
2!cal or Cbtirigjs of an UfidifdpliriM Ribble^ 
without Govern ttient ahd tJiredtton ; wc ifc 
ilot to run otir Heads agaiiiil Stone-walls' With* 
o'ufFVar oYWir. If here thuft be fofrhe Perfon 
of a ciOoi Head aiid a wafm He^rt to com* 
mand the Siege^ to appoint the Subalterns to 
their different Pofts, acJCOtdmg to their different 
Talents^ and the different Circumftances of the 
Service. t*hfe Trenches liiuft be opened, and 
the Approaches taade In due Forih, under the 
Proteftion of pfopet Works, and the Direfti- 
oti of fkilful Engineers; Every Mart is not fit 
to conirtand a Siege, or a Party, who yet may 
manage a Spade or a Pick-ax; carry a Fafcine^ 
throw a Grenado of Stink-pot, of foring a 
Min^, Whilft thofe who are to cover the Siege 
are to be vlgilaiit ftftd aftive to intercept Con- 
voys, to prevent the Surprize of any unguard- 
ed Poft, or the throwing frelh SuccoUrt into 
the Town,, and give fuch Relief frtiiii timetb 
time as the di^rent Circumftancci of the Ser- 
vice may require ; but if, inftead of this regtllalf 
Difpofition, a Baftalidn of Petits-MaitteSj t\fi^ 
gantly drcffed in their Birth-day Suits, attended 
with Fiddles and Prench Horns^ fuppbrted by 
a Brigade of Daricing-nlafters, or a flying Squa- 
dron of Fox-hutiters, (hould take it Tii their 
Heads td m&ke a general Aflault, tlothhig ieisi 

could 
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touid be eipedled, than the cutting off the 
JFlower of the Army, and the lofs of a whole 
Campaign. 

This, I often think, isthencareft Reiem«* 

blance of our Cafe that can be imagined. Ve*- 

ry great Numbers of iiuart Fellows, and venjr 

pretty Gentlemen, are warmly engaged in thi 

Caufe of Liberty and Free-thinking, in : oppo^ 

iition to Prieftcraft and Superftition 5 but, as 

they have the Misfortune to be under no Di*- 

reftion or Reftraint of cDoler and wifer Hea^ 

than their own, their Zeal outruns their Judg^ 

ment ; they miftake their Talents, and p*a 

themfelves upon uncommandcd and improper 

-Seryiccs, to the manifeft Prejudice and DiS- 

^gracc of their Caufe, anjd, like uhfucccfsful,k(st- 

ibds, give double Spirit and Credit to the Cauie 

:tiiey . have .been; bppoiing. To fpeak a pkiii 

.Truth, which I.am furc you muft havo.oh- 

&rved as weUas.my felf, fince.the Caufe of 

Free-thinking has.become reputaWcandfalhiQa- 

•^le, under the. Patronage .a^dlAfliftahcfiriof 

iMen of Wit wd. GenSus, ;cvery idk--he«d«l 

.^ekanapes, rwha has not T^aknrtL fcnau^.ip 

ibitie in. any other /Sphere . of Life, * .takssjrit; in 

his Head to turn Free- thinto,: aad thinks hirtj- 

-fetf: qualified foir.the; highcA*^^£iiils^ and, moft 

^difficult Ser viccsyof the . Party*. Uodce i veoi»9s 

/tQ|}a6> ^at.wlPat&Qttwitht^^ 

llusnteers in aimOSg: ^ Shape^Ijiijm?, Rai^l^Ia^^^ 

^•§^t;onsWHfe..^IiFmy hQiiA4j or the 'Squke 

,4iave Under (landing enough to Tee through and 

cppofe popular Prejudices and pious Frauds im- 

C pofcd 
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!pofed upon the iimple and credulous, under 
the venecabie Name and MaHc of Religion, 
the fame Zeal, without the fame Knowledge, 
-naturally ^rcads itfelf through the whole Fa- 
-mily. The Valcl quickly fhines with the caft 
'Wit and Philofophy, as well as the Clothes of 
iis Mafter, to the Difgrace and Contempt of 
>fhem both : For thofe profound Sentiments 
rand judicious Reflections, which would have 
-been beard with Attention and Applaufe from 
bis Lordflvip or his Worfhip, are fo debafed by 
-paffing through vulgar Mouths, Forms o£ 
$pieech, and Manner of Expre£ion, ^at they 
afppear contemptible to Men of Senfe, and are 
-expofed to the Raillery of every cunning Dii^ 
-putant, well knowing that the Retailer and 
Vender of thoie noble Difcoveries, has not one 
Word to fay in defence of them. Your old 
Friend, the litde Captain, by the conftant o- 
Overflowings of his Wifdom and Zeal, has made 
•liis whole Family and Neighbourhood almofi 
m wife and eloquent as himJfelf. His i^ry Foot- 
iiliesi can joke upon Religion, can banter the 
vBibte wad Parfon with as good an Air, and al-* 
rint)ti(l: as much. Wit as their Mafter. I was 
*^'dther Day diverted and provoked at the fzmt 
kms£, wdth the grave Impertini^nce of his Gslt^ 
<'dener, who came with a very-figniiicant Faoc 
- to bom»w ofdiC' WoaUaftoti^ ReHgim ofNatiire. 
-Why, fTdw, fiddl, thou art fcardfe able to read 
^ ft , much ids tg ^iiiderlland it. Never fear y Sir^ 
i feid he, if it' he againfi Religion and Parjbns^ 
as I am told it isy I ^warrant you, with a little 
i . . . of 
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of my Mafief^s belp^ I Jhall be able to make it 
out. I dare fay you remember his old Pot^Com* 
panioQ Harry Muddle^ who had for fome Years 
earned his Drink by being obliged to langh ve^ 
ry heartily whenever his Honour attempted to 
be witty upon Religion and Parfons^ in which, 
by the help of good Lungs and a round Coun- 
tenance^ he acquitted himfelf to Admiration, 
This dull Rogue has at laft took it into hi$ 
Head to afTume a Charader of his own^ and 
fet up for himfclf. He ventures now and then 
to retail fome of his Mafter's wife Sentences^ 
and put theni off as his own. He was t'otheir 
Night very witty, in his Way, upon Creeds 
and Creed-makers s and concluded with ikying^ 
That it Ihould ever be a Rule with him, not 
to believe any thing but what he could under/land. 
Upon which Will Dry^ who fate fiaioaking 
befide him, very gravely lays down his Pipe, 
and looking archly upon him. Why then Friend 
Harry ^ fays he, / will venture to affirm^ thou 
wilt have thejhorteft Creed of any Man in Bri- 
tain, Now, I infift upon it, fuch Fellows a^ 
thefe dij^race our Caufe, and by their abfurd 
Preteniions to Reafon and Free-thinking, ren- 
der both themfelves and their Patrons con- 
temptible.—*- Miftake me not, I would not be 
thought to difcommend or difcourage their 
Zeal for the good Caufe $ no, by no means ; 
they are all heartily welcome ^ the more the 
^merry^r; defendet numerus. Butftilt, methinks, 
I wo^ld have them all under proper Regula- 
tions, that every Man /hould know his Rank 

C 2 and 
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andPoft/and be employed, in iiich Offices, 
and fuch only, as are fuited to his Genius and 
Capacity.' This would prevent iinlpeakable 
Confufion, -and by fteady Patience and Perfc- 
verance, could not fail, in time, of producing 
fuch Effedls as you and I could wi/h, which 
can never be produced by the prefent undifci- 
plin'd giddy Meafures of our Free-thinking 
Brethren. 

This abfurd Conduft has done us unfpeak- 
able Mifchief, and fo prejudiced men of cool 
and confiderate Tempers, that they are aOiamed 
of a Caufe fo weakly conducted, and^fo ridku- 
loufly fupported ; infomuch^ that even among 
the Gentlemen of the Army, where our great 
Strength was once fuppofed to lie, I know fc- 
veral, who are univerfally acknowledged to be 
Men of Genius, Worth and Honour, who 
were never known to want either Courage or 
Prefence of Mind in an Article of Danger^ 
yet are now become fo •^ — fo,' what (hall I 
call it! fo fuperftitious as to be afraid of doing 
or faying what the Believers call a prophane 
or irreligious Thing ; they even make a Scruple 
of breaking one of the Ten Commandments ; 
they are not afliarned to go to Church, to read 
the Bible, to fay their Prayws, to give Alms, 
and even to converfe with a Parfon without 
affronting bis Charader j nay, fome of them 
carry the matter fo far, as to appear zealous 
for the Intereft and Honour of Religion ; nay, 
piuch more fo than many who are obliged by 
their Intereft, as well as their Duty and Profef- 

fion. 
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fion, to adorn and diefend it. This is a^morti* 
fyin^ Confideration. — If things go on at this 
Rate, we know not how they wiir end, for 
thefe Gentlemen can fight as well as talk for 
Religion ; and if they fhould once take it in 
their Heads that Religion was a Caufe worth 
fighting for, it might go a great way towacds ' 
hmdering free Debate upon Religious Sabjefts, 
and do irreparable Mifchief to our Caufe ; of 
which I my felf have feen two or three very 
fatal Inftances. I'was once at a CofFee-houfe,- 
where a very fpritely young Fellow was enter- 
taining the Company with a great many un- 
lucky Jokes and Flings upon Religion in ge- 
neral. An Officer who fet near him, at length 
iiiterrupted him : iS/>, faidhe, Jiat Gody mbofe 
Naine you have di/homuredy noboje Worjhip you 
d^j^ijiy whofe 'Religion you treat mtb Irrense-^ 
rence and Contempt^ is my Creator y my Father^ 
and my beji Friendly ' and though 1 cannot dijpute 
for him y yet I tan fight for himy and in his 
Name I demand SatisfaSiion. This unexpeiSted 
Rebuff made fo violent an ImpreiHon upon the 
' Spirits of the young Orator, that it immedi- 
ately threw him into a CoUiquativeDiarrhoea, 
which carried him off in lefs than four and 
twenty Hours,, and has ever fince given mc an 
incurable A verfi^n to thefe bloody-minded Cra- 
iado Chriftlans, ^ who are for running a Man 
through the Body, in order to feve'his Soul. 

What then muft be done ! Why the Mala- 
dy points out the Remedy, the Difeafe direds 
us to the Cure : there is no other way of reco- 
vering 
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▼ering oor Reputation bot by ading a mare 
difcreet Part for the future, and laying this an- 
disciplined Rabble under proper Reftraints and 
' Regulations. Among die many ProjeAs that 
have been ilarted in the courfe of my Lu* 
cubrations upon this Sufcged:^ I had once a 
Thoogfat o£ trying our Intereft with the Le- 
^ilature, tD procure a Charter of Incorpora- 
tion for aU Free-*thinkers in general ; the Go- 
vernor or Oovernons of which ihould be in- 
vefted wid^ fkU Powers and Priyiieges to exa- 
mine, admit, and rdlrain, by whok^xne Laws 
•f Difcipline and Order, all fuch as (hould at 
any time ofier themfelves as Candidates to be 
Gremial or Honourary Mofnbers of our Socie- 
ty : but the late ill Succeis ofmr Brethren the 
fakers and other Prot^ant Dtffenters^ who 
have been PetkioneFs upon much the ianiie Pre- 
tcniions, ha^ convinced jsi^, that there Js too 
great . a Majority of &lievprs in both Houies 
to expe<a any Good at prdent from that Quar- 
ter. However, we may under the Proteaion 
of the Toleration-Adt form ourfelves into a 
voluntary Society for prismoting the fame 
Caufr, obtaining the fame Ends, and anfwer- 
ing all the real Pwpofes of a legal Incorpo- 
4Pstion t A ihort Scheme of vAiwh I (hall en* 
ideavour to lay before you, wlucb I fliaU iul>- 
iinit to be .examined and aodepdedby fuch oi 
our Friends as you ihall thipk beCbrqualify'd to 
-fidvife inifo important an AfiFair..—^ My.acci- 
i dental mention cf j^he Quakers fuggefta to 0e 
-a lucky Hint^ which your good Sdife caoiiot 

fail 
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fail to improve. Evtry body knows tbat thcf 
Ju:e the moft politick thriving Body of Mea 
tbat ever fubiifted in this or anyMOther Nation 

without — yrithout, did I &y I . — ■■■ Nay^ 

in dire£t Defiance to a 1^1 and national £^ 
fiablifhment ; add therefore as th^ is a very 
great Re&mblance betwixt our Prtncii^es and 
theirs, :particn]arly in the great Articles of 
Prieftboodi Confecrated Places,^ EcckJu^calOr^ 
der^ Sacramentiy Articles of Fmib^ and P^i- 
ment (flytbes*^ &> I cannot but i think it would 
be gctod Policy to copy after their Fkn of 
AfTociation/ and build upon their JV^odel,^ I 
mean only as to the ;political Interefts of the 
Society. 

The Qrakers, (if I am not mifinformed) 
hefides|th6ir weekly Meetings, h^ve their quar- 
terly Meetings off. Deputies irom their >fevQral 
Congregations^ within fuch particular DiftriiSts, 
and a igeneral Meeting c£ Deputies from the 
'whole Body, who affemble xegularly at Lam- 
\dtm, eviery Feaft of Pmbmfi^ (as *tl»sy loali it) 
tby which the Interc:QU0fe:an4 Conmmn^catiQn 
•betwixt the feveralMittiibers amd Congjcega- 
. tions ^f the whole Society is maintained* Tfab 
'Seheme 'With £bme {Moper.Akcaations ibkedio 
'our dcSerent Qrcummnces^ I caoaot but think 
wouldhb extsemeiy ecinwnient for ua. m^«-^ Sop« 
^pofe tb^efore^ thit Jti^ wece raovcry Goun- 
-ty df 0fW £ritdiH;s ieveral &ldetie8^ Meet* 
mgs^ ^oriLodgiss in propdrtion to the Extent of 
the C6iinty, and numbBias of firetfaitn^ who 
{hov^rnvtAotk^UfJl^^ Wcdi^fSsnday 

only 
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only excepted) and at any Hour df the Day^ 
or rather of die Nighty if the Majority fhall 
think it more convenient: That in each of 
thefe -Societies, or^ Lodges^ there (liould be ap 
pointed an annual OHicerto adnnt and regiAer 
the Names, Age> Places of Refidenoe, Pro-* | 
feifions, &c. of all Candidates that (hall appear 
\7ortby to be admitted ; and that out of each of 
thefe, . two Deputies (hould be fent to a quarter- 
ly Meetings at the County Town, the Monday 
following the. refpe&ive Quarter Seilions holden 
at each Town, ; where aiLMattcrs and Caufcs 
relating to the particular Intereft of each iepa*- 
rate Lodge, or Society, and the general Intcreft 
of the whole' might be examined and fettled. 
And that a General Meeting ,of tw6 Deputies ' 
from each Congregation. fhould aflemble ever^ { 
Year ^on the firfi Day of Aprils at a proper 
Place to be hereafter fettled and agreed upon 
by a Majority of Votes. London I can by no 
means think a propct Place, though Cuftom 
has made it the very Centre of Bufinefs and 

.Corj:efpondencei yett^forafinuch as we are in a 
particular Way of Thinkibg, and owe no Re- 
verence to the Faihiofls. and Opmions^of others, 

.but only confuh our. own Eafe and /Conveni*- 
ence, : it ; appears more agreeable to - ns 'to rpi tch 

- upOn*4ema Place: near, the Centcciof; thcLKing- , 
dooS/ for.the.gKatecEa&xiifithp.I>eputiesiwho 
are to ^fietnhle there, i^ And here tny ^dod Ge- 

. niu&dirdifte me to mtake ulb of thisiOppQ9ti;^iiaty, 

^ to .pa,y my unfeigrHsd • Asioecence ,smck;IGrfpe<9: 
to \ a> once ^e/iowiied, vl£k)vgfai Jong i n^^ff&sA , 

.---> ' Seminary ^ 
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Seminary of Wit and Learning, famous in the 
Annals of former Ages, whofe wife Inhabitaiits 
were no lefs celebrated in the Songs and Pro- 
verbs of antient Times, than the venerable Sages 
of antient Greece and Rome. You will"eafily 
imagine I can mean no other than the famous 
Town of Goatham in Nottingham/hire^ whofe 
Ruins I have long bewailed with a more than 
filial Piety, and hope to fee it once more re- 
ftorcd by the united Zeal and Labour of our 
Friends to its priftitie Fame and Splendor, fp 
as to equal, at leaf):, if not eclipfe all our e« 
ftablifh'd Seminaries of blind Zeal, Bigotry, 
and Superftition. Here I hope to fee begun^ 
at leaf):, if not compleated, a noble and ample 
foundation, richly endowed by fbme of our 
opulent Friends, to be a Nurfery for future 
Champions of Liberty and Free-thinking, till 
it become the Eflablifhment of thefe King« 
doms. Nor Mn this be thought an impro- 
bable or unreafonable ProfpeQ:, by any that 
confiders the unwearied Zeal, and unbounded' 
Benevolence that diflinguifh our Leaders from 
the Friends of Slavery and Superftition, whofe 
Heads and Hearts are crampt by narrow No- 
tions of Orthodoxy, Difcipline and Order. But 
till this can be accomplifh'd, it jvere a defirable 
Thing, that private ^Seminaries or Academies 
were ercdbed in convenient Places, for the Re- 
ception and Education of proper PerfoQs, to 
be fent out from time to time upon theMiflion^ 
with proper Jnflruftions how to ad agreeably^ 
to their fcvcral Talents and Capacities, as the 

D different 
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difFerent Exigencies of the Publick may re- 
quire. 

I would therefore humbly propofe, that no 
Perfon of what Age, Rank, or Quality focver 
fhourld be permitted to aft or talk in Pub- 
lick as a rFree thinker, who had not been re- 
, gularly matriculated in one of thefe Atademies 
or Societies, and a due Examination had, and 
taken by the proper Officers, of the Talents 
and Abilities ot the feveral Pupils and Students, 
that every one fliould have his proper Poft af- 
figncd him, and not prefume to exceed the 
Commiflion given him by his refpeftive Supe- 
riors and Diredlors^. And here to avoid Con- 
fufion, I fliould propofe that the whole Body 
fhould be divided into three general Ranks, 
Clafles, or Degrees, which was the antient E- 
flablifhrnent, even in the earlieft Time, as I 
could clearly make appear from the Hiftory of 
all Ages, though by the Negligence or Pre- 
fumption of late Pretenders, this neceffary Sub- 
ordination has been greatly ncgledted, to the 
apparent Prejudice of our Society. Of this you 
have a faint Refemblance.^n the academical 
Degrees, which may help to give us an Idea of 
tlie general Plan. 

In thcUnivcrfity., 

f I. 

I . Undergradaate Stadents. 






In our Academy. 

I. 
f . Riforsy . 

2. Deriforf, . 

3. Ifrifbrs, 

11. 
Qdenlls, 

?" "I- 

ParaiogTCians, 



Kanrwrring to^ 



2. Junior Sophs. 
X. Senior Sophs. 
^ If 

Inceptors^ or Batchclors. 

III. 
Mailers, Doftors, or Proft/Tors. 
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Thei?/y8rjareavcry antient, numerous, and 

ufeful Body of Mpn,^mention'd under different 
Names in the Hiftories and Languages of all 
Nations. Horace mentions them under this ve- 
ry Name of Rijors. Rifores inter Satyrofque di-^ 
caces & Ridentes. Ridentem dicere verum ^id 
vetat ? As their Bufinefs is nothing but to 
fmile, laugh, or grin upon proper Occafions, 
very few and flender Talents are required of 
them; a foft Forehead, and a flexible Set of 
Mufcles are fufficient Qualifications for one of 
thofe Gentlemen to begin with. Thefe being 
. affifted and improved by a regular and natural 
Education y thvcmgh the Nur/ery^ the Still-room^ 
the Dancing-fchooly the Dog-kennel^ and the 
Stable^ (I mean only a Country Education, 
where no betier Improvements of that kind ^ 
can be had) will make an able and ufeful Rifor. 
I call this a natural Educntion^ becaufe it is 
following and improving the original Byafs and 
Inclinations of unprejudiced Nature, in which 
the great Secret of a proper Education is known 
to confift. Injudicious Parents are too apt to 
call hi the Afliftance of Book-learn'd Pedants^ 
under the Notion of Tutors, Mafters and Go- 
vernors, who are for putting their young Pu- 
pils into fuch Methods as are apt to injure their 
Eyes and their Health, puzzle their Heads, 
check their Appetites, cranip their Genius, and 
prejudice their Underftandings,. by Ledlurcs of 
Pedantry, Eiithufiafm a ndSuperftitioUi where- 
as if they were left to themfelves, their Incli- 
nations to rim in their proper Channel, as di- 
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reded by the Infallible Light of Nature, tl^y 
would (generally fpeaking) fall naturally into 
this Train of Life and Adlion. Horace, who 
is.univerfally allowed to be a good ]|udge of Na- 
ture, is intirely of this Opinion, and tells you, 
that this is the Tendency and Courfe of Nature • 
unreilraincd byDifcipline, and unprejudiced by 1 
Education. Imberbis juvenis^ tandem cuftode 
remoto. (Ay, ay, obferve thofe Words, CufttH 
de remoto^ there lies the Pinch of the whole Af^ 
fair i if it were not for thofe impertinent Pe- 
dants, Nature would have fair play,) Gaudet 
equis canibufque & aprici gramine campi : would . 
delight in Horfes and Dogs, and the Diverfions 
of the Country, in the moft extenfive Senfe and 
Meaning of the Word. It would not indeed 
be amifs, if, without injuring their Health and 
prejudicing their Minds, they could be taught ' 
to read, and write, and fpell tolerably, it might 
hp-c£ ufe to themfelves, and give fome credit 
to tnetr Order -, but it is fo far from being ab- 
folutely neceffary, that 1 know feVeral who 
naa^fce a good Figure among them, and yet can 
do neither. The being able to laugh proper- 
ly, by the Direftion of their Superiors, de- 
pends upon no great Acquirements pr Im- 
^'provements of Underftqnding j, for it is beyond 
; all queftion, that the firft Founders of Man- 

fcily4j;ould laugh before they could write or 

read. Rifibility or the Faculty of Laughing is 
fo eiTential to a R^afonable Creature, that it 
enters into the Definition of a Man, and is con- 
vertible with it, it is the firft vifiblc Syaiptom 

of 
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of iSenfe and Reafon in Infants, and is the 
proper Medium^ by which Philofophers have 
thought fit^ to prove it jn their ordinary Sy- 
ftems of Logick : Omne rifibik eft rationale is 
as certain and ^ell-known a M^xingi, as that 
two and twd maf^efonr. To this I fuppofe you 
will objeft upon the Authority_of our Friend 
Horace^ that fomething more fhould be ex- 

ge<aed from 2Ljimple Rijor than tncre Laughing, 
ecaufe he has joined Rijores Batyrofque dicaces 
together; and in another Paffage, he fiippofer 
that tht Ridens (or RiJor, which is all one) ma^ 
be able to fpeak truth, and confequently tal 
fenfe when he alks the Queftion ; Ridentem dicet 
fmrum quid vetat ? As to the firft Objcflion, 
it obvious at firft Sight, that the Epithet dica€ 
is intirely appropriate to Satyros, and has nc 
thing to do with Rijores ; and this is the cor 
curring Judgment of the beft Criticks and Com 
mentators : As for the latter it anfwers it fcl 
When the Poet alks the Queftion, what hin 
ders a Rijbr from fpeaking truth, or talking 
fenfe ? the very Terms of the Queftion im- 
Ay a ftrong Negation, /. e. nothing ' hinders 
lim. And therefore if he does neither, it is in- 
tirely his own Fault, no body will hinder him 
from doing it if he can; and therefore if he 
does not, it is purely owing to his want of la.- 
<:lination or Ability, or bom. 

The Gentlemen of this Clafs ftiould be fof* 
bid, under fevere Penalties, to attempt any 
thing beyond their proper Sphere, or indeed 
wttl»n it, ualcfs in aid of theirpro^r Superiors, 

who 
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who ztt to be confidered as their commanding 
Officers : As for the inftance, if a ^eriji^ or 
Paralogiciariy fhould take it in his Head to aA 
ofFenfiveto, and begin an Attack upon any Per- 
fon, or Caufe, which for want of Skill or A- 
bility he (hould not be able to/maintain, then 
in fuch a Cafe the itifors^ fome of whom are 
always to attend and fupport fuch Superiors, 
fliould, upon a proper Signal, burft out all at 
once into a louci Laugh, which feldom fails to 
confound and difconcert the mofl: cunning Ad* 
verfary, and like fpringing a Mine fupplics by. 
Stratagem the want of proper Strength and good 
Condud : For the Rifirs are to be confidered 
as the private Men qf the Corps^ who are to o- 
bey the Word of Conimand, and attempt no- 
thing without it ; or like Cyphers^ which tho' 
nothing at all in;then:>felYes, yet by aproper Af» 
fortment with People of Figure, are known to 
make out very well, and turn to a good Ac- 
count. 

If any Gentleman of this Clais, fhouldby ftrik- 
ing out into the World and keeping the beft 
Company, be fo happy as to arrive at fych a 
Competency of Front and Humour, as to be able 
to enliven Converfation with a Df^fli of Plea- 
iantry and Banter, {hould be witty enough to 
ward off a ferious Argument or a pinching 
Queftibn with a Joke or a Pun, he fhall upoiji 
proper Teftimonials of his Proficiency, be ad- 
mitted into a higher Clafs, called the DjEt 
RISORS\ Jokers, Banterers, or merry Fel^ 
low% anfwering to the Degree of Junior Sophs 

• ' in 
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in the Univerfity. Thefc are allowed not on- 
ly to laugh at Religion, but to be witty to the 
bcft of their Abilities, upon Parfons, Prieft- 
craft. Creeds and Crefcd-makers, &c. or any 
-Other Topic that may divert and encourage our 
Friends, or expofe and confound our Enemies, 
and this to be always accompanied with proper 
Motions and Expreffions of Raillery and Hu- 
mour, fuch as a contemptuous Cock of the 
Nofe, Leer of the Eye, Contraction of the 
Nether-lip, and Elevation of the Chin, fuch 
as we frequently obferve among the young 
Orators in the Coffec-houfes near the Inns of 
Court, and the polite End of the Town, 

If, after due Trial in this Clais, it appears 
that any of tliem are capable of further Im- 
provement, and difcover a good Degree of Fire 
and Spirit upon proper or improper Occafions, 
they fliall then be admitted into the higheft 
Rank or Degree of RiforSy called the IRRI- 
SORS, anfwcring to the DegrjBC of Senior 
Sophs y and fhall be allowed not only to laugh 
aiid be witty, but toinfolt upon proper Occa- 
fions ; efpccially, when they have to do with 
modefl peaceable People, who are in no dan- 
ger of returning the Compliment in their own 
Way. They may then fafely and reafonably 
bully and heftor, lay Wagers, call Fool, or 
Puppy, or Son of a Wh-re, give the Lye, or 
(if need be, and they are fure it can be done 
with Safety) a Challenge. Pray, obferve my 
reafonable and prudent Precaution, that It may 

be done with Safety ^ for that Man would be 

in- 
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inejfcuiably rafti and fool-hardy, who fhould 
put himfelf in danger of turning out of this 
World, in defence, of an Argument to prove 
there is no other beyond it j for if he /hould 
too late find hinifelf miftaken, (and none of us 
can pretend to Demonftration on bur Side of 
the Queftion,) it would be a damn*d unlucky 
Experiment, without a Poffibility of Recovery. 
I infift upon it therefore, that no Irrifor fhould 
pretend to ufc the Langqage of Defiance, till 
he i$ very fure oif his Man, left he fhould catch 
a Tartar, which more than once or twice 1 have 
known to be theX^afe, to the great Difcredit 
of our Caufe, and Dj/honour of our Champi- 
ons. The Poet has given us an admirable De- 
fcription of one of this Clafs in the Chara&er 
of l^eritbous in his Pifpute with uichehus. 
• Hedefcribes him as ^ Man of a ^ fiera Tem- 
per, that Acithei; * feared the Gods nor regard- 
e4 Men, arid therefore gives his Antagonift the 
X^ye \ and calls him a "^ credulous fuperftitious 
Puppy, to give any Credit to fuch ridiculous 
Abfurdities as had been related in the 8tory of 
a miraculous Tr^jnsformation. It was well for 
him that Lelex *, the principal Pcrfori of the 
Company, was a Man of more Age and Gra- 
vity than himfelf 5 had he been a furious hot- 

• mettled 

M R R I D E T dredentes, utque <^ Deorum ' ; . 
Spretorcrat, •»mentiftiiie feroxlxionenatus ' 
t-vr ^ ^ REFERS*^ oimiumm putas Achelo^ potcntei 
Jbtle Deos, imjuic, fi dant adinmntquc %iira5. OviWl Met. 
Am$ omnefouc Lelex anicoo maturus & sevo* 
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mettled Fellow, morp Mifchief iQJght have 
been done in half an Hour, than might have 
been repaire4 in half gn Age. 

Spme of the Gentlemen of this Clafs may 
probably have Ambition enough to ihine in a 
nigher Degree or Sphere of Life; if fo, they 
muft be aiiured, that higher Attainments wilf 
be expedled from them, and therefore I would 
advi/e jthofe who cannof read, to put them-* 
ielvps under fome diligent and induftrious Tu- 
tqr, that they may without Delay make them-^ 
fejves able to read jslI leaft fuch Books as fhall 
be recommended to them by their Superiors'. 
And as for thofe who can- read already, I 
humbly proppfe that they ihould begin with 
"reading the Jiiftory of Tom fhumB, Robin 
' Hofldy Curl's modeft Colledlion of Poems, 
Tf yals. (^t. Independent Whig, F^ble of the 
BeeSy, SA— -r/s CbaraSteriJiickSy 'Barbeyrac^ 
bdt above all Eayle^s DiSHonary 5 which Book 
aloRe, is a Treafure of Learning to them v^hb 
are able to read it, and indeed to thofe that are 
jiot, if they are fo happy as to live in fuch a 
Ne^hbourhood, as .to near it read fometimcs, 
or fome of its (hining Parts repeated in Con- 
verfation. I have known Wonders done folc* 
ly by this Book. I knew a certain <Jen tie- 
man, 0f a very robuft Conftitution, and a good 
bodily XJnderftanding, who never feemed to 
have eidier Talents or Ambition for" any thing 
higher.tban ,zjimpk Rifor in Matters of Reli- 
gion, tho' a good Fox- hunter, and a very good 
^Qwlqr. This Man had ^the good Fortune tq 
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he confined above two Months by a Fit of the 
Gout, in which he read fome of the eafieit 
Parts of this ftupendous Book^ only by way of 
Amufcment in the Interval of his Pains; but, 
to the ^urpri^e of all that knew him, it had fo 
marvellous an EiFed upon his Underftandihg, ^ 
he immediately commenced an accomplifh'd 
^erijl. I have heard him flouri0i with the 
Wit and Criticifm of that renowned Audior, 
for above an Hour together, without the kaft \ 
Sign of Fear or Diffidence, and would make 
no more of the Parfon of the Parifh than he 
would of a Tom- tit, or a Butterfly. If this in- 
genious Gentleman ihould have the good For- 
tune to have fiich another Fit, I would yen- j 
ture to foretell, that he would be as accom- 

{>li{h*d a Paralogician as any Man of his Ta-^ I 
ents can be fuppofed to be. 

And as the Students in other Academies are 
diflingqifh'd by certain Habits, Badges, or 
JMarks of Diftinftion, expreflive of their Qua- 
lity, Rank and Station, io I would humbly 
propofe, that the three above mentioned Claf- 
fcs ihould be diftinguiih'd from the reft by 
wearing a Cockade of red and yellow Ribbands, 
curiouUy and artfully plaited together, but of 
different Si?«;s, in Proportion to their difi^rent 
Standing and Pegrees; and if it fhould happen^ 
that any of the Military Gentlemen ihould be 
admitted amon^ them, who arc already diftin- 
guiih'd by a fmart Cockade of black Ribband, 
in all fuch Cafes, that due Honour niay be 
paid to their diftin^ Opacities^ they (hall be 

allowed 
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allowed to mh them^ (of to fpeak in the Lan« 
gttage o^ Heraldry) to quarter the dif&reiit 
Atchieveiiients of the two united Families. 

The Antiquity of this threefold Diftin^ion 
of the R ISO R S is very great* King David^ 
if he were the Author of the firft Pialm, plain- 
ly points at them, tho* he fpitefuHy and ma*- 
licioufiy mi&rks them out by Nick^names, and 
opprobrious Charadters. But I find by the La^ 
tin (which you know with a little Embroide'*- 
ry of French^ is generally the iTop of our At* 
tainments) that the very Names of D£RI<i> 
SORS andlRRISORS, are dircftly men- 
tionM in the very Scnfe that we mean them^ 
tho* not, perhaps, in the lame Degrees of Sub-» 
ordination that we have afligned them. The 
> Lsatin Verfion of the Hebrew calls them Deri^ 
Jbres^ in cmce/fu Deriforum non [edit* The iSy- 
riack (I mean the Latin Verfion j calls them 
Irrifores^Jiiperfede Irrijbrum mnjidit. And it 
appears by the Writings of the Believers them« 
felves, that there has been a very ancient Tra-^ 
dition, which fome pretend to carry higher 
than Noah's Floods that in the latter Times^ 
(not improbably our own Times, thefe Days 
of Light and Philofophy ) the Gentlemen of 
this Clafs (hould make a fiiining Figure in the 
World, and greatly diftrefs the Patrons and 
Defenders of Prieflcraft and Superftition. The 
Author of the Book commonly called 'Beter'% 
feeond Epifile^ mentions it in the third Chap* 
tcr in a very particular and emphatical IVLr* 
Jticr, Knowing tUt firft ^ that in the laft days 
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ftatU arife IRRISORE 5, fays Beza's L^tin 
Vcrfion, ILLUSOkESy fays the Vulgar 
Latfh ; which our Englijh Vcrfion ha8 fpite- 
fuUy afad malicioufly tranflated Sccff'ers^ a Word 
of a ridicul6us and opprobrious Sound, tho' the 
Original certainly meant nothing more than 
this Rank or Clafs of Philofophers which we 
have been defcribing, becaufe he immediately 
mehtioris the fame Perfons under the Character 
of Sl^ierijls^ which is the next Degree to that 
of the Irrifors. 

The Students, who have acquitted them- 
felves well in thefe lower Claf&s, and after due 
Examination (which fhadl be conftantly had at 
every Anniverlary Meeting) fliall appear qua- 
lified for higher Degrees and Services, flmll then 
be admitted to the Degree of ^«^r/)?j, anfwer- 
iiig to that of Inceptors.ox Batch^hrsin the U- 
niverfity. They fhall riot only be allowed to 
kugh aiid banter^ t)Ut to puzzle and perplex 
Converfation, to interrupt every thing that 
looks like clofe Reafoning in the Way of com- 
mon Logic, to which the Gentlemen of this 
Clafs are not permitted to make a dired: Reply^ 
but to beat them out of their Play, by pouring 
in fmart and unlucky Queftions one upon the 
Neck of another, with a very arch Face, with- 
out flaying for ah Anfwer. This, let me tell 
you, is a very uieful Excrcifc, which I have 
leen play'd off more than once with very good 
Effefl:. We were fome of us not long ^o at 
Lord j^ — 's Table, where my little Captain 
*is allowed the Liberty.of talking his own Way, 
5 without 
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without Check or Keitramt $ trpon his typeo- 
ing i fif lie too deep,, he Wis i'Dtcmijyted by a 
fmoaky old Parfon, who fate befidtf him^ in a- 
Lay HaUt : As foon as he contd recover htm- ' 
fclf from his Confufion, he cock'd^ip his fhoit 
Cibin in a Pofture of Defiance, look'd fiecce as 
a Cock^Sparrow, and bfegins as follows. jD«r- 
tor, I knew not you were a Vafjbn^ but as Ifini 
you are J and make no doubt but ym are a Man ' 
of Learnings I want to he fitthjied in fimt " 
Doubts which 1 hdpe you will be able to refihe 
Ae^ Pray tell me what you think of the otory , 
of Adam and Eve, was 'it noi a dantrid hard' 
Cafe that they Jhould be fo fevetely puntjBd only 
for eating an jjpple f *— • And is it ' not jliU a 
greater Hardjhip upon us poor Devils their Po^ 
fieri ty^ to be puni/h^d for their Faults, in which 
we had no manner of Concern '? 7s not this ^oery 
hard DoSlor? — — As the TXodtor was 'begin- 
ning to reply, he proceeds, Don't yon:thtnk^ 
Doctor^ thai Adam was in a fine Sitaatim^ in 
a d^Iightfui Garden with thefneji W^nan iniht 

World — Whai would you have given fd 

have been in his 'Cafe f Hey JDo^ot f As -flic 
Doiflor wis sjDout to fpeak, he j>rocceds, JMl 

then fis to the Story of the SerpefiT— =t tJpOtt 

this four or Hvq Rijors, whb* fate near him ttai* 
dychatged, upon a . pr-oper'Si^ual biirft .6tit *at 
iQgether into a loud Laughte'i'; upon^ whitik 
the Doftor foftly dole bis Bfii^6: off the 1^ 
and brufh'd off, leaving iis in Poffeffion (rflthe 
Field, and all the Marks ofViftory, of vWikrh 
fecuring the Laugh on our Side is not the leaft. 
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I fycsJc my own Experience ; I know not a 
inore oiefiil Exercife than that o£ a S^riji^ if 
artfully and boldly executed^ efpedally in Cbn- 
veriatbn, it being an undoubted MaJdm, 7bat 
mie Foci may ajk nwe^ueftims than tenWiftMen 
can anfroer. —The Gentlemen of this Degree 
are permitted and advi&d to read the inimitable 
Writings of Mr. Hobbes^ Blunt ^ foland^ Ttndql^ 
CoIUnSj Gordon^ and thatPrince of Paralogicians^ 
tbcMoralPbilo^beri without troubling them«- 
lelves with the numberleis Anfwers that have 
been given them, which would end in nothing 
but lofing time and puzzling the Caufe. As 
for the antient Patrons and Defenders of our 
Society, (nctk^sPorfbyry^Ce^s^ Julian^ &c. 
let them fleep in peace. As they wrote in a 
Langu^ litde known and lefsunderftood by the 
polite Modems, it would be the Work of an 
Ag? to make any confiderable Advantage by 
their WritingSi againft a Party, who are ap- 
parently too Vain of their Skill in aiitient Lail-- 
guages, to overlook any Slips or Miftakes of 
our Friends, without a fevere and indecent 
CorreAion : witnefs the Behaviour of that four 
old Critick, Pbilelutberus Lipftenfis^ who ex- 
Doied a few innocent Miftakes of one of our 
bcft Writers, with as much Infolcnce and Pe- 
dantry as if he had been di/ciplining a School- 
jBoy, for which we {hall never forget nor for- 
£tve him. The Badge of this Order ihall be a 
Tippet of red SUk, with a yellow Border fix'd 
upon their left Shoulder. 

If 
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If any Gentleman of this Ck& or D cgi ec 
(hall have given fufficient Proofs of his Zeal and 
Abilities to promote the Service of the Society 
in a higher Order, he (hall be admitted to the 
Degree of Parakgicians^ which is the higheft 
Honour we can poflibly beflow upon our moft 
deferving Members. They are to be the Philo^ 
fbphers and EMfputers of ourBody, but in quite 
a new Method^ being furnifhed with a Set of 
principal Axioms, Modes, and Figures, the very 
reverfe of the vulgar and popular Logick« To 
{peak a plain and undeniable Trath, the Ene- 
mies of our Caufe, the Friends of Prieftcraft 
and Superilition, as they have been long in 
pofieilion of their Claim to Truth and Ortho* 
doxy, and have found the Sweets of Power 
and Dominion over the Underftandings and 
Coniciences of Mankind, (6 they have taken 
care to be well paid into the bargain, by get-- 
. ting all the Af!airs and Interefts of the Pablick 
centre at laft in what they call Religion ; this 
has neceflarily produced a great Vaviety of 
Offices, Pofts, and Employments, with large 
Endowments, fine Salaries, and unknown Per- 
quiiites, which they have cunningly divided a- 
mong their own Party 5 whom they affirm to 
be the only Perfons duly qualified to execute 
the feveral Offices, and enjoy the Endowments. 
As for the due Execution of the Office, we have 
litde to hy ; but if it can be made appear to the 
. Publick, that theie Offices are not only a iife- 
leis Invention, but are dangerous and burden- 
fooie to the Common- wealth, they ought cer« 

tainly. 
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tjinly^ in ]Baiii^ and good Polky, to be cntire- 
^ fuppre^'i, asd tliQ Revenues and S^l^ios 
ajQxiewd to daietn, fliould b^ beftowe^l on ihofe 
V9ho have had tbe Sfigaicity to deleft tbeChea.j:, 
Md (be Q>pnge to oppofe and fuppr efs it. A.n4 
96 they wetc always apprehcmiiye . of the c^* 
tamCoo&quqoces of a free and rational Exa/- 
xxiinatioQ of their Scheme, fb they have endeia- 
irourod to iupporit and maiojbain it, by all the 
xnean uogeiiicrous Arts that JPolkyj Intereji^ 
JPmver^iheFmmur of the Magijirate^ and a pad 
Qmfe could i^geft ; .they have fetter'd arKi 
ijoafined oor Uaderftandings by labfurd Impo- 
fitions of Crjfeds^ SyfiemSy Camns^ Articks /and 
Qtnf'^ons .of Fait h^ double, guarded, by legal 
PenaUies and civil Inoapacki^s^s and as if aU 
this was not fufficient, (for . the Patrons of a 
,had Caufe never think thcmfdvcs fecurej their 
have employed from time to time thc.bcftfleaQS 
of thc/Party to compafe a Syfteepi of Principles, 
Rules and Method of Argumqntation, all qf 

itheir own Side of the Queftion, and have cun- 
ningly agreed to .make tt a neccflary Pre|iRr^* 
tivc for all their Difciples, in order to come ^t 
the Knowledge of Truth, by which means the 

„young People are early jpfeppffefled with the 
prejudices of the Party, apd^apanvincible By- 

^fs towards the fafhionablq, jdaufible, and 
gainful Side. And this .1 take to be as unrea- 
ib nableap Ixppoidtion jupon oqr Pnderft^ndings 

. as Cnm themfelvesi, hpcaiife it cramps, and 

. fetters usin the Exercife of .o^pr Paculties,' tlio* 

it does npt forbid us.the Uie.pf them. Every 
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body has Reajbn^ but every body does not un- 
derhand Lf^ic. The natural unprejudiced 
Reafon of Mankind is *the £ime welit-meaning 
honefl Faculties in. all Sorts of People ; it fees, 
and judges^ and talks of all manner of Things 
and Matters by its own plain and infallible 
Lights and has no more pccalion for Rules, 
Moods and Figures, to ihew when it is in the 
Hight and when in the Wrong, than to tell 
me when I am hungry cm: thirfty, or full, at 
Eafe or in Pain, in Sicknefs or in Health ; be 
fure it was fo aqiong the Primitive Inhabitants 
of the World, long before thefe plaguy 5y- 
Jiems^ with their l^efinitionSj AxiomSy Mooas^ 
Figure^ SyihpJkSy and the reft of their Tr^/i* 
guons were invented. I have been often pro- 
voked beyond meaibre, to hear a polite Con- 
verfation interrupted by one of thefe^ reajoning 
Puppiits, in a Manner that even deferved the 
Difeipline of tte ]3lanket.<~^ I Was t'other day 
In A very elegant Conversation, where one of 
our Society, a_ young Felbw of lively Parts, 
and flowing Eloquence, had been entertaining 
us upon the SubjeA of religious Frauds, with 
a Profufton of Wit and good Seidfe, but having 
in the Warmth of his Imagination drop'd an 
unguarded Aflertion, up ftarts one of thofe fo^ 
kngin Coscoombs, who (with the A]^>earancte 
of a M«n of Siebft and good Manners) had lain 
for fofflt tittle u^n the Catch, and defirea him 
to expbin himfelf, tode&ndhis A&rtion, and 
produce his Rettfenis. The young Orator was 
ft Httle coofouiided at this pedantic ungentle^ 

F man- 
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man-like Behaviour ; and indeed the whofe 
Company thought themfelves bound in honoar 
to refent fuch an outrageous Breach of good 
Manners j and for my own Part, I told him 
in the Language of the renowned Sir John 
Faljiaff, Tibat If I were in that Gentleman" s 
Caje^ and Reafom were as plenty as Black-ber-^ 
ries^ I would give no Man a Reafonupon Com-- 
^pulfion. Reajbns^ to be fure, we have in great 
plenty, and fuch. as we think very good ones ; 
but then we are the only proper Judges on what 
pccafions, arjd in what Company, to produce 
them 5 for fo malicious and partial are our Ad* 
vcrferies, that they infift upon having our Rea- 
. fons and Arguments weighed and meafured hy 
.their Standard, in.which. they are fure to have 
|he Actvant^ge \ and becaufe we do not pro- 
ceed apd conclude, by the Way of Premifles 
and Conclufions drawn out in Mood and Fi- 
gure, which th^y bave malicioully contrived to 
beialways oa tjieir Side of the Qjjeftion, thty 
wantonly infult us, and tell us, that pur Rea- 
fohs are fopbiftipated, our Arguments are all 
.damaged Goods, and not worth Twppence a 
Thoufand. This is an amazing Piece of Hard- 
.ibip to us, and Partiality in theni; tbey have 
^ngroifed all the Arms and Ammunition in this 
r Country, and then infult us for not being as ) 
.well provided. 9« they 5 they cl^llenge us to 
Aght without allowing us Weapons, ^and when 
we are forc(fd to mak^ uie of fuch as we can 
procure j they tell us we make Uie of unlaw- 
iul and unfta^utable Weapons^ and th<;fefpre 

have 
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have no Title to that Candour and Indulgence, 
which, by all the Laws of Chivalry, are due 
to fair and honourable Combatants.^— All 
therefore, that is left for us to do in this Exi- 
gency, is to employ fome of the ableft and 
cooleft Heads among us, to compile a new 
Syftem of Lc^ic, in which all the extraordi^ 
nary Methods of Proof proper for extraordinary 
Cafes, which they have agreed to explode and 
condemn as fallacious, may be allowed and 
confirmed as juft and good by a proper Autho- 
rity, that we may be at leaft upon the fame 
Foot with the reft of his Majefty's loving Sub- 
jefts.— *— Atid then, .my noble Heart, we bid 
them Defiance.-^— But in the hurry of my I- 
snagination, - 1 had like to have forgot the pro- 
per Habits or Badges to be worn by< the 
Gentlemen of this Order. A Paralogician fhall 
wear a fhort Mantle of red Silk, with a Border 
and Fringe of yellow, and a Cap of the fkme 
Colours eoipannelled, of a Pyramidical Form, 
like our Grenadiers Caps, from the Top of 
which bending backwards, fhall hans behmd, 
upon a Twift or Braid of red and yellow Silk, 
a fmall Silver Bell, and on the Front fhall be 
curioufly embroid^ed an ineenious Hierogly* 
phic, commonly called in the Towns oiHoU 
land the Sign of the H^tjeCfoo^Ontlt* {tbe^ 
Mifunderjianding) which is two Dray-men 
turned Back to Back, with a Barrel hanging 
between them. 

And, methinks, when I calmly confider the 
great and ufeful Ends we propofo^ and the 

F 2 natural 



natural and rational Methods we purfue to ob« 
tain them^ it is no unreafonable Prefumption 
to hope for the Protcftion and Encouragement 
of our Superiors, in profecution of a Caufe in 
which we arc all equally concerned.— The 
End we propofe is the moft ufeful and bene- 
volent that can be imagined^ being nothing lefi 
than promoting and fecuring the Peace and 
Happinefs of Mankind^ by delivering them 
from the gloomy Fancies of a frighted Imagi- 
nation, and all the ridiculous Terrors of Prieft- 
craft and Superftition ; if this can be eiicScd, 
no matter by what means. If an efiedtuai 
(Jure can be provided, no Man ought to envy . 
us the Glory, nor Mankind the Benefit of fuch 
ufeful and glorious Diicoverles. Now this can 
only be doce by ihewing, that all the Prcten- . 
i)0Q$ to Religion, groanded on a Revelation 
from Hea-ven, are nothing but a direA Cheat 
ai>d Impofition upon Mankind. There is 
foniething Co incompreheniible, fo terrible in 
theNotioncfaSUPHEME BEING, who 
niade and governs the World, who obferves all 
o^r A^Hons^ who has given us a Set of DoCf* 
trioeat Precepts and Rules^ of Obedience, by 
which lie will judge and reward, €# punifli us 
fiifereafto-, that it muft ilrakea Pam^ upon the 
JNdinds of reafoaahic Creatures^ rouft embitter 
all their Pleafures, and abate th^r Attention to 
the civil Jntcrefts and Af&irs of Mankind, in 
whkh v^e are neceilarily engaged, and make 
them fcrupolous and difikkmt in the Exercife of 
tbofe Arts l?7 whkh they are moft ufually tnd 
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fuccefsfoUy managed. We therefore hapt and 
conclude there is no iiich BEING, and by 
Confequence noREVELATION. They 
objca to this. That the vifible World and 
Frame of Nature, are a manifeft and fufficienf 
Proof of an omnipotent and all- wife Creator. 
To which we reply, That this is no Proof at 
alL The World, for cmght we know, mighr 
make itfeJf, or it oiight exift from Eternity^ 
or it might be niade by Chance, each of wluch 
Opinions have been maintained by many inge- 
nious Writers, bdth ancient and modern. Be- 
fides, the Notion of Creation implies the xm-^ 
king /(metbing out ofnotbingj which is a dired: 
Contradiction to a ielf-^vidcnt Priodpla^ ex 
nibilq nihil fit. The Notion of a Providence 
is a Contradii^ion t6 our daily Experiend^) for 
we fee all things happen alike to all men. The 
Good (as they are called) are neithf^* conftantly 
rewarded, nor the Wickdd conftantly punifhed; 
fi> far from it, that the Sun Aiines, and the 
Rain fa]I$ on both alike ; Wars and Bloodshed, 
Fires dnd Earthquakes, Storms andTempefts, 
make n6 Diftindion betwixt thof^ who wor- 
(hip God and thofe who . worfliip him not. 
Nay, more than this, the apparent Advantage 
isonourSi(te<^theQ||eftion. Fray, tell me, 
^hat is tJ^fire to be got in this World purely by 
beipg goodt bat In£uiiy, Reproadi, Con^* 
tenf)pt and Poverty ? Shew me cbe Man that e*- 
ver was pritfen?ed (I mean, in the ordmary and 
Mtund Cwitfk of Thiiigd) parely on acconnt 
of beifif 9 li^i^mKtMm^ aa4 I mSL undertake 

to 
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to ftiew you ten, who owe th6ir Promotion 
entirely to their having no Religion at all? 
Then as ,to the Story of Miracles and Prophe- 
cies, upon which they lay fo great a Strefe, as 
to build their Syftems of Religion upon them, 
as both Jews anttCbriftians are known to do, 
they are^ fo far from being certain, that the 
whole have been fufpeded by fome very iaga- ^ 
cious IBqquifers, to be owing to the Cunning 
of Knaves and the* Credulity of Fools. Thofe* 
who talk of them, and build fo much upon 
thcm> do not pretend that they have ever feen 
the one, or have undeniable Evidence for the 
other 5 I mean fuch fort of Evidence as we rec- 
kon fufficient in the ordinary Occurrences of 
Life, fo plain as that ho body in their Senfes 
can entertain any reafonabie Doubt. If they 
had, every body would fee and believe, as aflu- 
redly and unjyerfally as they do the daily Ob- 
jedls of their Senfes, fuch as the Viciffitudes of 
Day and Night, the Succeffion of Seafons, the 
Generation and Corruption of Bodies. Thefe 
Things are obvious and plain; every body (tes^ 
and believes, and reafons, and concludes^ and 
ads agreeably; buf thefe other fupernatural 
Crotchets, fetch'd from an invifible World, 
are a Sort of fairy Stories, contrived by Priefts, 
propagated by Grand-mothers and Nurfes, and 
believed by Children and Fools. Nay further, 
fuppofe fuch extraordinary Appearances could 
be proved by concurrent JEiiftories and Traditi- 
ons of all Ages, nay, that we Ourfelves had feen 
and heard tliecn^ yet could they not thence be 
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concluded to be fupernatural and miraculouSi 
but might only appjsar fo to the ignorant, the 
injudicious and credulous, who, not knowing 
the Extent of natural Powers and fecond Caufes, 
might impute the furprifing Operations, even 
of mechanical Powers, to fome irivifiblc and 
omnipotent Agent. It is well known, that in 
the nrft European Expeditions to jdmerica^ 
the ignorant Indians iniagined the Ships tfo be 

' living Creatures, and that the Difcharge of their 
Artillery was either the Voice of thofc mon- 
ftrous floating Animals, or fomething fuperna- 
tural and miraculous. Every body knows, 
that Columbus^ by foretelling an Eclipfe, fright- 
ed the mutinous Natives into Submiflion and 
Slavery 5 they imagined <he heavenly Bodies 
were at his Compiand and under his Diredti- 
on, and that therefore it would be vain and 
preilimptuous in them to opppfe a Man who 
had the Powers of Heaven and Earth at comr- 
mand. And fome . very cunning People . have 
hada.Sufpjcion that it cod Mofesz, good many 
Barrels of Gun-powder, to procure fuchaQuan- 
.tity of Thunder and Lightning, as might be 
fufficient to frighten that thick- fcuird Genera- 
tion into a Submiflion to that infupportable 
Yoke of Laws and Ordinances that he had 
been preparing for them ; and feveral Attempts 
have been made to prove the pretended Mi^ 
racles of the Chriftian Law-giver, to be no- 
thing' more than Slight of Hand ov Leger-^-- 

. main. Vooi Wcoljion! he ft ruck a bold Stroke, 
but the Laws and the Judges were againft him ; 

and 
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and till we fee an Alteration in both, we can 
expert but little good from our united moft vi- 
gorous Oppofition to Prieftcraft and Superfti- 
tion : But Courage, my Friend, let us hope 
the beft* Nil defperandum is our Motto. But . 
to proceed. As this whole 8yftem of Religion, \ 
whether Je^ifh or Chriftian, is apparently 
and confe^dly myfterious and incomprehen- 
iible ; we cannot fairly and confidently be 
iiippofed to have much Concern or Intereft \n 
it : for (pardon a little more Latin^ and it is 
all I have left) it is a Maxim among us, and a 
very reafonable one too, ^a fupra ms, nihil 
ad fids. And therefore, fince we are nece(&ri« 
ly chained down t9 this little Spot of Earth; 
and a very pretty convenient Spot it is, plenti- 
fully provided with all the Nfcefiariesand Con- 
veniencies of Life, without which we cannot 
fiibfift J Nature^ which (we all agree) does no- 
thing in n)ain^ points out to us the proper Uffe 
we ought to make of it. All agree (he has 
given us warm and invincible Appetites for the 
^pport of our Perfons, and Propagation of 
tKir Species, which is apparently the whole Bu- 
finefe. Employment and Happincls of the reft 
of bur Brother Animals, who have nothing 
t\(t to do but to live, cat, drink, propagate and 
die^ and to imagine that we were intended fov 
lany thing above or beyond this, is at moft mere 
Matter of Conjefture and nothing elfe. This 
IS a fhort, but imperfeA View of our Scheme^ 
which being evidently calcuiated for the Eafe 
and Benefit of Maokindi may reafonably be 
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^kfended and fiippottcd by fiich Ways iiui 
Means as we ftiall think "proper. • 

'Tis true the prcfent Scnfe of the Legiflature 
feems to be againf): us^ fo that we have little 
B4afon to cxpefl: they will take ariy extraordi- 
flary Meafures for tm fupport and Improve- 
ment of our Society, or the Defence of thpfe 
Pxincip'Ies on which it is founded; But we 
l\ve in an Age of Difcoveriesafid Improvements; 
We have feen wonderful Events in our Days, 
fuch as the wifeft of our Fathers nevec drcaim'd 
of. Men of Genius and Penetration, efpeci- 
ajly in Wgh Places, fcorn to jog on in the bcDteri 
Track of their dull Fore-fathers, and know that 
all OTir Schemes of. Politicks and Religion, as 
well ^s Arts and Sciences, are. capable of Im- 
J>rovementS; New Schemes naturally produce 
new Meafures, new Meafures always produce 
new Diffifculties, new Difficulties require neW 
Expcdiimts to qualify. or remove them; fo that 
in a Uttle. time the Affairs of a Nation may 
have quite a new Face, run in quite a new 
Channel^ and require quite a new Set of Prin- 
ciples to juftify ttie marvellous Alteration : Sof* 
that the v^ifeft Man upon Earth cannot fbre« 
tell what half a Century more may or may not 
produce hi our favour; e^)ccialiy when the 
lublick ihall be duly fi^pnfcd of the Ufeful-^ 
nefs 4^ pur Sodoty,. . the prefent Difficulties. 
ilBdem«hich vve labour! in the Profecution of 
oi}r Scheme, and how fmall a Degree of Pub- 
lick. iDcblgence would entirely remove tbofe 
Difficulties,, and put; us upon the fame equitable 
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Foot with dw Adterfarks. How ufefhl tint 
Principles and Members of our Society haeve 
been in alt Ages^ in drduouB and deiperate 
Services, Changes, Refc^mitiooSy and Revo^ 
lutions in Church and Stetd, in not c0n6ft^t 
with our known Modefty to detlace ; wb taoid 
not do Judice to our own Cfaat^Aera Wkhotit 
hlM^iing, \thick is to us a very paiafal 8c9iia- 
tioB. Let the Annals of pofi Ag^ dcckMi 
and let the Hiflortans of the preient dndfotoft 
Times faithfully record how ofeful vtrehaW 
b£en> and niay hereafter be, in contriving, 
executing and defending the dtbp Defigtis 
and wondrous . Atchievraaents of Statefinen^ 
Fplitician$> 4nd Conqusrdils. YTik Minifterg 
tlierefof e ilioujd fhew a particular Regard td 
the Body of ParahgiciahSy as a Set trf Men 
that may be of fingukr UTeto them in thany 
Articles of Afikirs^ both Ecclefiaftkal aiid Gi« 
^j^ 9 if, 'for inftancc, any SchenM fllOtttd lie 
concerted, or Project executed, which <toold 
not be explained or vindicated by any Uttleft of 
the vulgar and popular Logic, or what the 
coftiBfxon Herd of Mankind have agreed to 
call Reajbn, it Would be of infin^ Ufe (b thit 
Projcdk and the Projeftor too^ to lliavtuStt trf 
extraordinary Printiples^ Axionis, Auki ktid 
Methods dp Rationing, exadly ftted 4n&ft- 
dtipti^ to fiicb e^tr^ordinar^ 'CaJUi and Ocdi^ 
fiom« This, bppiitn in dbfe ImjpMMeifiiiMi 
made of kte Y^ars in anetbir Bratudi of 8iJH- 
ence : J mean jiritbnieticL *0OT Fofe-4^ 
thers were fo cgrcgioufly filly^ tfaattbey luie# 
. c) no 



no more than the Vulgur an4 Decimal ; theyF 
could tell you with iffiy grave Faces^ that 2 
and z mab^ 4, thot 5 and ^ o^ake 10, which, 
em'y Blockhdid kntiwK)^ W^l^s they; la 
fhort^ they iaWvery littlp in it beyond the 
Iqw dirty B^filie& of Q^qw^y and Trade. 
'ifhc [4rc4ma Imperii^ the Myfterie« of Go- 
vernotent^ the iri»penetrable Secrets of the Ca^ 
hiQet, OQ whi<:h the Fates of Empires and King- 
doms dependj v^hich' are hid from Vulgar 
^yes^ into which none biit the Sons of Wif- 
()om^ the Adepts in the QCjDui): Sciences, are or 
cai) be admitted; were not to be directed by 
iuch low, vulgar, obvious Principles as the 
popular niercantile Buiinefs of ^ife } tliey 
th^^ore^ by incredible Applioatioa, Intenfe^ 
Xinp^ find JHelnement of Thought, at laft in- 
ve^tpd and br^^ght fo Perf<p^ion« that moi^ 
"^ik&A Brfu^cfa of ^ipnce which I call Political 
^itbmitiick^ by whV^h alone fuch furprizlug 
Wonders have b9ea effed:ed, as our Fathers 
Wiould h^ve thcMight and pronounced to be ab« 
folutely impc^iible. The Uie and Correfponr 
dence of Numbers in th^ (e Operations, is not 
according to th$ Vu^g^ Relation, but depends 
upon a fecret magical Power, .un4er ^certaiqi 
plane^airy Ipfluences^nd Dire^^ons, at oertaj^ 
.critiqil S^Ubos and momentpu^; Occafion$, ii) 
which the Power and Value of any Number 
jifes or falls, ipcreafe^ or dimipiihes, in Pro^ 
portion to the DiSlcplties and Adv^tag^ of 
i^gy giyen Queiiion: •So that whereas in Vulr 
gjIT Acithiiiedc 5 and 5 make lo^ and 10 aud 
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16 make 20 J ^in the Political 5 and . 5 fliall 
niake 16, an^ yand 7 fhall make 34 : Anil 
whereas in the VUlgar Computation, 15 is ge- 
nerally cfteemed to be more than 10, and lefe 
than 20, Jierc 14 arc often known to be more 
tlian 24, and 30 than 50. But what is ftill 
more furprizing to thofe who are not initiated 
into thtfeMyfterics, is, that even mere Cyphers, 
which in Vulgar Arithmetic ate nothing, and 
itand for nothing -but as they ftand united with 
fome valuable Figure, have-here a Weight and 
Power equal to that of any given Figure. 1 
ipyfeif have feen in a^moft*myfterious Operar 
lion, one very infignificant Cypher, of gtea^r 
Force ^nd Power Uian a long and regular Ar- 
ranj»;cment of powerful and fignificant Figures. 
- . Pytfjag&ras and his Difciples are univer/ally 
known to have been great Dealers in Niimbers, 
a«d bo^ll much of their Virtues and magical 
Powers, even in Medicinal Cafes, and refolve 
all or liioft of the furprizing Cures, which the 
Ignorance 6f the Moderns afcribes to Sympa- 
thy or occult Qualities, to thefole Virtue of 
Nunibtirs, into which all Sympathy, Harmo- 
ny. Concord and O^der are ultitnatdv tefoU 
ved. In natural and ^bodily Maladies, arifing 
purely fiom difharmoniods diforderly Motions 
bf the Fkrids and Ariima^l Spirits, certain Bo- 
dies carefully colle^ed from the Vegetable or 
Mineral World, under feme certain and parti*- 
cular Configuration of the heawnly Bodies, 
and prepared by the DiredLton of fome magical 
y/owis and Number^^ would„ cfiedt a certain, 

. ipced^ 
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fpeedy and almoft miraculous Cure: And in 
fpiritual Difofdtrs, even of the liioft malignant 
kind, fuch as, particularly Epilepfy and Mad- 
licfs, which they generally ifnputcd to the Pof*. 
fcflion of Daemons, they were all ihfeUibly- cu- 
red by the Charni^ of Mufiek, which is known 
to be the higheft Perfcdion of Numbers, tcv 
duced to perfeft Harmony, Proportion and 
Order. Thefe were great and ufeful Difcove*. 
ries, confidering the Age in which they were 
made : But had that great Philofopher lived 
io thefe our marvellous Days of Science and Ev 
radition, he would not have made a muchbct-^ 
ter Figure than a common Mountcbgink ; for 
in both thefe Cafes, there was the Ufe and Ap-i 
plication of external Means* to the very Peffofi 
of the Patient, fuch as any old Woman ihat 
had been ufed to gather Sitliples, or any young 
Fellow that could play a tolerable Fiddle; 
might be able, * with a Httlc InftruftioW, to ap- 
ply and expkin. But how TOuch more fur- 
prizing Operations have I feen efFedcd, purely 
by a lucky Combinatibfi of Numbers in Poli- 
tical Arithmetic ! I have feeft a Perfon both 
deaf and dutob, who hath been immediately 
tured by tbt Ap|)lieati6n of a fmall pieee of 
Paper; in which, among other magical Word* 
and &Ajk&crs; werfe the Numbers 500 of ^ 
1000, or more or fefe,^ according to the Na-. S' 
lore of ^e Cafd and the Ntccffities of th^ Pa* 
nictity upon theit)[HDediate Perufal of the Charmr, 
hedould htiip dfftinaiy, and fpeak fluentlf 
'upcfn- my Q^efti^ or Side cf S Queiliony for 
• J a 
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a wM« Mwf by thP Ck»cIfJ And lieewi^- 
l^)m^ iiKT^kMi« Ui'SUffm'd P99i>Ip V9r« for 
ftlfj*ft»g tb^ Reality of t^ Cpre, s^d imp^ 
ting tb« w))qU to ji FplitM; Collif dpi) t^etwixt 
th^ Oo^ W<i tjie Patjcot, i»^ {lae bfca pf«- 
\9i^4 Vipioo to try the ]gffi«^y of th^ Chai^ 
io A 4l^B(f0taQ4 cQ|ttr«ry Exp^riipqst, ao4 
JiMft ^ ())« Copviaiow <?f t|ie Jncfc^glpu^ by: 
tli^fimif Cb»rin, wU)i fo(n« little Vari^opn, 
of Qiara^w, ftrudk a M^n iit pnpP abfolmdy. 
(jcfi^ 4q4 <luo»b> and t>Uqd, who Jiadbeeo 
bpfjui): b^^in full Pci&lTiop of his Heaith» 

U94^rfta»4»ng,. Memory an^ Sea^s. N*y,. 
^^n t^R thi% t hj^yjp b^i^cripdiWy infornied» 
thk^ Ffttiffn^i Ift^^gHi^Miig, a^d alm«>^ ^^p^ing 

^ Pt^rdi^n/ ym m <»cf fff%iPf^, |>y /H 

ca^ at ail fiwde ..totlnf PutlWt, tP pwwft 

HfpWi wd SpiwHi|n«lp! pf Bfldy. And that o- 
tioi^ of 9^nf pt HupM^MiK Jif^ing 9it(, ,*Dd 

ftiflkiog lil(/s plag^ei gpffs, wcrp^ ^y the ^ 
/•««r^r ^Nuwbft'f piadf? aa fqii»(i ap |f«u[t ftf 

04J(, <M)d 4# fw^4s.9 IU<»^ /With 8i)94vr-T 

Ipfs ^thrriQ^sfs top.t«f%«« |p«cyitio(i« >|dHp^ 
jlwyJbe WfiU 4tt6||ed, tpfi|ffSg(«|^iopp|fiW)' 

TVj9fiMu)Ofifr!9tiQ9f injciif If, or mtf n^^ms^ 

ff^(!4[ med^Md v^^nm^NB Tffiq)«i^ Ihw 
it^rfd {^ )(( tif)fa ihft iiaiMiir (of tho^.i^ 

per- 
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pafatmeB the leveral ^v« taoHtroA^ ^m^ 
And pi^t the Patii^tfr cdnftint Atteftdaiidfc till 
tfa^ were compteftttd, betog Aip&n th6 fair and 
honourable Ct>tii)itk)t)» ef, iVi? C^/^i^ jta Pit>r, 
who therefore maik bb ptefumed to be the moft 
proper jodgu) b the Qiie^ It wai fom^thing 
like thi« thdv gkro a Handle to a Oieriry old 
Stonfttcf in tfa« Dyet of Poland to iitiiake an un- 
Ittcky Atfply in a Debate upon a Qudtito ki 
nrhick he tvas deeply inttrefted, and' had ea~ 
ffigtd 'SL great Majority to oatty k. A j»Ave 
Gtntieman in the O^idoii, who coukfread 
m his ^ble, quoted a JPaiEige out of the B6ok 

of Leviticm to fiippOM an ArgtftneiMi he had 

beei^ a<l7ancit)g agaihft the Queftion ; to which 

the Itu^tiduB Drdl ref^iedj - 'tbtt^Jeemi indeid^ 

Strt tp he JimahiHg tftTeigbt in tie Pafage 

;«« iave qudteipom LeTkicus> htt h witt do 

yktr (Sat^ iiiry Iktk Stride, fit tei have the 

'adfi^ Btak of NotM^teis i^iifiy&it. 

Pankm k& Digteffion. -^r^ But the U& t 

wbotd lAake ttf It U thistf If Aflthifi^ beta^ 

paiie of ioch prdd^ii6 ftif iowm ents, and 

ib a|$pa0eiit}^ eilculitiMi Ustilft puhfiok baod, 

\rhit Afoald hiiKkr m Hnmiet^iiaip^ Ibfi(i6- 

thing Hke it hy Way of Ibaprdvemene Hi tlto 

Bterciib «f our ttei^\ «Q>ec!atly €»oiifid^flg« 

dait our Mv^atSa^lSisi^ g)«<A'-u6 a ^ 0^' 

poftvaify of fahiilg ai^ Advafifb^ife of Uiefr ^Kiv 

gligCMit; 'Fhey taaw biidh Mll= liloiii fo Hm'k^ 

dcht «f Ae <ddodael6 6f their Gibfe, ai!td ft^ 

^caM df tlMit own lupe^ior Strenglb and Gun* 

likig, tfafl* titty htfvewanteiriy^egteaed to &^' 

cure 



\ 



(4) 

cure thctnfclves, by ufiag their Intfrcft to ptda 
cure a legal %tfi. Parliamentary Eftabliflhmeht, 
which, like the A<ft of Uniformity, might t)b- 
lige all his Mnjefty *s loving Subjefts^ to con- 
form, to their Rules and M^thod^ of Rea/dmng,- 
and prohibit them upder fevere Penalties from 
nf^ki ng Ufe of an y other. This woulcj eficc- 
tually hav?5>recludedarty Attempts of this kind 
that J am p'opoling; but finqe they havene--. 
gle<fled to 4o this, I think tve ought to exert, 
all our Intereil and Cunning to turn it to our 
cwp Advantage. I am not fanguine enough to 
ijnagine we have Intereft enough atprefent to 
procure fuch an Eftablift^mentfor any Syfteiii of 
qor 03vn„ in oppofiiion to the prevailing Pre- 
f)t){reiIion s fuch a Scfhetoe, if at all feafible^ ? 
muft be a very 4-emote PQfTibility, and the Qb- . 
]^^ of a very diftant Hope. ^ Our Superiors at 
prefent ire apparently prejtiijiced in favcfur of 
ancient and immemorial Cuftom, ^d long 
Preicriptibn,: and. jealous of makihg or encoii- 
r^gii^g Iimovfttions J but as ]tfaey;havfe.be6ri aI-»^ 
ways ready to lend;^an indiulgent Eaf to the- 
dutiful Remonftranc^s and Petitions of their 
Inferiors, and to .give them fuch Relief afjd Iri- 
duigcy^ice as their Gircamftanc« nfliay require, 
it will not be improper to lay before the Pub- 
lick^ ^t leail) a jufl and impartial Account of. 
tJie,DifHcuHies and Hard£bips under whidi^ we 
Isli^ur^ ,^nd ffdm which we hope to be ceUeved. 
In general, they are fo imreafonaW©j as to ob^. 
je£t,againfl almpft all our Methodic of Reaiistfi-*' 
iiig, as iincanonica} and. ugftatiital;)le) and. 

qjaanrrel 
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quarrel with us for taking fome few little Li- 
berties^ which would apparently give us feme 
Ad^antaigej and> to ihew the Perverfcnefs of 
their Spirit, will neither ufe them themielves^ 
nor fuiier us to uie them. I fhall only inftancc 
in two or three Cafes^ whereby you may judge 
of the reft. 

1. It very often happens in the Courfe of a 
Pebate, when the Advantage is apparently on 
jour Side, they turn (hort upon us, and tell us, 
fFe beg the ^efiim ; marry, and a good Shift 
too, I think, if we can carry an important 
Qupftion purely by begging. Sure I am, that 
if this Method could be brought to any Per- 
ie<Sion, it would be a more faving Article to 
the Pubtick than the Sinking Fund, and there- 
fore rwc may reafonably hope, that our Supc- 
tioFS, who will find their Account ih it as well 
as we, will find out proper Ways and Means 
to allow, confirm, and fecure.usinthif Method 
of Reafoning, as it is apparently more ufeful 
in many difficult Cafes, than all their Rul^ of 
Logic put together. 

2. At other Times, when tlwy find them- 
felves forely pirith*di and almpft giddy by run- 
ning round ^ith us, as it were in a Ring, they 
grow fretfbl, and cry put -agdinft Circular 
Protf. This Objedion is peevifh arid abfurd. 
D^ not thefe Ocntlemen know that a Circle is 
the «oft petlbSl of ail Figures ? and by Coa- 
fequence, that a Circular Operation muft be 
fo *oQ? Is net the Frame of Naturefupportc4 
l^ the *Cfrct(Iatim of the JfevcraL Farts of Acf 

H Syftem? 
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Syftcm? Is not the Life of all Animals and 
Vegetables preferved by the Circulation of their 
Blood and Juices ? Has not the Credit and 
Intereft of the Nation been often preferved bjr 
the Circulation of Bank and Exchequer BiUs? 
Has nor the Credit of the feveral Stocks and 
Funds been known to rife and fall by the Cir- 
culation even of a Lye ? to the great Advantage 
of feveral eminent and weU-difpofed Perfons, 
who vtrould have ikrtled at^ the Sound of a 
trifling i^qfignificant malicious Lye^ when there 
was nothing to be got by it. Nay, further, id 
not a Circulation of Intereft the great Support 
of Government ? Could any Miniftry fubfift 
without it ? Nay, I will venture to affirm, 
that without fuch a Circulation^ many a good 
Queflion in Politics would have been loft, and 
why it fhould be thought unlawful and unrea- 
fonable for us to take the Benefit of it in Mat-- 
ters of P^ilofophy and Religion, is to me quite 
unconceivable. 

3. But the merrieft Impofition of all, is that 
of confining us to the Ufe of three Terms, 
and telling us that it is againft all the Laws of 
Logic to add a fourth. Avery pretty Contri- 
vance truly ! They know that four is a Ma- 
jority to three, and therefore mpdeftly enjoin 
us not to take the Benefit of Numbers, by 
which they very well know the wdghtieu' 
Queftionsf are carried in the moft auguft Affetn^ 
blies in the Worid.^ . . , : 

Thefe arc fome of the many Hardifhdps un- 
der which we labour, and from which we hojpic 
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in due time to be relieved, by the Wifdom an^ 
Authority of fbme future Parliament : But till 
this can be effedually done, we havea moded 
Propofal to make to the Publick, in which we 
hope for the Attention and Indulgence of pro* 
per Judges.—— The prefent Age is juftly fa- 
mous, and will be fo to late Pofterity, for the 
publick Spirit it has fliownin encouraging and 
rewarding great and ufeful Defigns and Under- 
takings, worthy the Regard of a Wife and 
Powerful Nation. What a glorious Reward 
has been fettled by the Authority of Parlia- 
ment for the Difcovery of the Longitude ? 
How many Patents have been procured ! How 
many Subscriptions fet on foot for the Invent- 
ers and Improvers of any ufeful Branch of Sci- 
ence, Trade and Manufadure ! But nothing 
has yet been done of a publick Nature for the 
Bncooragement of new Improvements in the 
Way of Reafoning, Arguing* or Difputing, 
which are very much wanted on our Side of 
the Queftibn. Now, there are TWO great 
Articles which our Adve'rfarics have wantonly 
rejeded as ufelefs and impradicable, have over 
and over again abfolutely difclaimed any Pre- 
tence, Kind or Degree of Right, Title, Pro- 
perty or Ufe in them ; and therefore they may, 
by a competent Authority, be fairly affigncd, 
made over, confirmed to us and our Heirs or 
Affigns for ever, and a Patent be drawn to en- 
title us to all the Profits, Advantages and E- 
moluments that (hall at any time arife or pro-^ 
ceed from a proper Ufe and Improveinenfe 

• H 2 of 
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of the faid TWO Articles, in the Manner of 

ne Mine Adventurers^ The JVreck-FiJhery^ or 
The Difcoverers of new Countries. And thefe 

are, 

I. The Proof of Negatives. 

II. The Reconciling Contradiflbns. 
Thefe two Points have been long confidered 

not only as Dejiderata but as Defperata^ by the 
generality of the learned ; and therefore every 
Attempt to clear, recover, and explain thefe 
very difficult Branches of Knowledge, and 
make them ufeful to the Inten^fts of Society, 
ought to entitle the Adventurers to th^ equi^. 
tiiblc Favour and Indulgence of the Publick.-^ 
As to ikejirji then, I would humbly pmpofe. 
That the fole Power oi prwing Negativis may. 
be entirely veiled in J75, /. e, in d. (dcGt 
- Number of Gentlemen, in truft for the whole 
Body, when we fhall be hereafter formed mto 
a regular Society, in as full ai>d abfolute a Manv 
ner as the Probat of Wills is in the Ecciefr*^ 
aAical Courts. I expert to be afk'd, Bat how 
Jhall this be done ? -i- Done ! Never fear : The 
fame Authority that givcs^ us a Right to the 
End, gives us alfo a Kight to th^ Mcan€ : He 
that gives us an abiblute and unlimited Pqwer^ 
leaves us the fole Judges of the Ways and Means 
by which it is to be executed^ You cannot be . 
fo weak as tp imagine, we ihall ever attempt it : 
by the ordinary RuleS; of the Vulgar and Po- . 
pqlar Logic > thefe, you know^ we abfolutely 
dijC:laim^ and are th^efore projediing a ScheiAe^ 
and 6)li9iting an £^at4iih9)<^t in. dyed. Op^f^ 

^ / poiition 






( 53 ) 

pofition to theirs ; and if ever this can be pro- 
cured in a Legal and Parliamentary Way, it inv^ 
mediately entideg us to the only Legal and Par- 
liamentary Method of Proof both in Civil and 
Ecckfiaftical Courts, which is an Oatb. Eve- 
ry body knows that i Will is of no Validity 
or Force, till it be duly proved in the proper 
Court upon the Oath of the Executor^ that 
from thenceforth it has the Force and Power^ 
of a Te^amentarj^ Record^ and being depoiited 
in the proper Omce remains an unalterable Sta- 
tute or Decree, like the Laws of the Medes . 
and Perfiam. In the feme manner, I would 
humbly propofe, that by virtue of the above- 
faid Grant or Patent, a certain Office may be 
created j und^r the DiroSion of Tome fcledt 
Members oi our Society, who fhall be called, 
neCommiffloners of the Negative Office^ and be 
invefted with £ull Power and AuthcM-ity to 
make or receive, from time to time, due and 
legal Proof of fuch kind of Negatives, whether : 
in Religion, Law, or Politics, as the Neceffi- 
ty of publick or private Affairs may require, 
which fball from thenceforth be coni^dered as^ 
Matters of perpetual and unalterable Record, 
and being depoiited in proper Cells, Cabinets, 
RoomjS, or Repofitortes^ tike thofe in the 
^oFwer^ LowdoHy fhall, upon jprqper Occafions, 
be f^oduced as undfeniaUe Evidence, in any 
Debate or Controverfy, upon Religious Sulv. 
jc€ls, or any Matter or Gmfc depending in 
Parliameot^ or any of his Majcfly's Courts of 
Law or Jtadftioc^ againft wlUch no £xceptk>n. 

Pro- 
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Protection, or Wager at Law, fliall in any 
Caufe, or on any Prctendc, be allowed. .And 
as this will be a Matter of great Advantage to 
our Society in particular, fo we propofe to 
make it as extenfive and beneficial to the Pub- 
lic as poffible : For this Purpofe, we intend to 
credl a large and commodious Building in fbme 
convenient Place within the City of Weftmiti" 
Jter^ for the better Regulation and Manage- 
ment of the above- laid Negative Office y and 
Reception and Accommodation of the Commif 
fionersy a certain Number of whom (hall be obli- 
ged torefideand give conftant Attendance during 
the four feveral Law-Terms, and, the SeflSons 
of Parliament, for the more eafy and conveni- 
ent Supply of fuch Kinds and Quantities of 
Negatives, duly proved and ftamp'd according 
to Law, as fliall be rcquire<J, for the more 
fpeedy and efFedual Difpatch of either public 
or private Affairs. And as the entire Manu^ 
failure and Property of Negatives will be vefted 
in our Society, fo we propofe farther to fupply 
the Publick at a much cheaper and eafier Rate 
than has hitherto been done, by the ufual ir- 
regular Methods of Proceeding. We have been 
credibly informed, that, for want of fuch Re- 
gulations as we have projected, certain evil- 
minded People, cunningly forefeeing that there 
would be a great Demand for Negatives^ upon 
certain weighty and urgent Occafions, had ma- 
licioufly contrived to monopolize and engrofe 
the whole Commodity into very few Hands, 
who, taking the Advantage of the puBlick Nc- 
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ceffity, combined together to raife tbem to a 
moft exorbitant Price, infomuch, that, (if we 
are not mifinformed) fome Perfons, who were 
under an unavoidable Neceility of purchafing 
at any Ratfe, were forced to pay more than 90 
per cent, above the intrinfick Value. This is 
a Grievance of a publick Nature, which calls 
aloud for Redrefs, and which for the future we 
propofe intirely to prevent, by fupplying any 
Perion from time to time with fmall Quantities^ 
or even fingle ones, upon urgent Ocafions, at 
very cheap and reafonable Rates, with proper 
Allowance to thofe who take a Quantity, and 
a larg<^ Drawback to be made to thofe who fhall 
make due Proof that they are purchafed fole- 
ly for the Benefit of the Publick, either at 
home, or in any of our foreign Plantations, 
for whole Relief and Benefit this Scheme is 
principally calculated and intended. 

Nor is the Article of Reconciling Contradic- 
tions of iefs Confequence to us and the Publick, 
than that of proving Negatives, being both 
abfolutely neceflary for the Support of our So- 
ciety, and by Confequence for the Welfare of 
the Publick. I^ mean fuch ContradiSlions as 
are generally and. vulgarly ^ called, and efteem- 
ed as oppofite as Bl^k and White, as Light 
and barknefs. And thefe are of two Sorts, 
I. Religious, '2. Political, r— Of the former 
I have a long Lift now lying before me, fome 
'direB, or in ^errns, others indirect, or confer* 
quentialy on the clearing and reconciling of* 
which the Intereft and Credit of our Society 
, . ■ ' ■ ' ' ■ - • greatly 
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greiftly depends. And forafmnch as tJiis can- 
P0t cafily be done by, the ordinary Rules of 
the volgar Logic, we are therefore compelled 
to feave Hecourie to fudb Ways and Means 
a« the Favour of oar Superiors, and the Poxfrers 
to be conveyed to us by our future Grant pr 
Paftent flialt allow. We hunaMy propofe there- 
forey that in one Part of Ae Strufture to be 
tierea-fter Ibmk for the Ufe of jhe Negative 
Office^ ajiother Ofike ftrall be erpfted by the 
3>Janfie -of the Oontradi^lon Office^ under the 
DircSion of proper Perfons Who fhali be cal- 
led the Comtinjfionen of the ii\^ Office^ Their 
feufinefs (hall be to cplledt ^d oigcft under 
-proper Heads and diftinjft Claffes, fuCh appa-r 
i-ent Gontradiftions as have at anytime withia 
fuch a certaift Term of l^ears, (to be dire(5tly 
'^ecified and ^prefled) been publifh'd and de- 
fended by any great and learned Prekte, Or o- 
ther enrwe^t Oivine, tviAout a.legd and Ju- 
dicial Anitpadverfion, cither from me Convo- 
tration, their proper Dioeefen, cither Ifoafe of 
Parltameht, 'or foftie ohe of his Majefty's 
Courts in TP^eJiminJier'Hatt *y ItMi^g i ifiafon- 
•dDlc ^refiimptidn, if th^y"Wei??real^ and (m^ 
1y Cpntradl&ions to thdr own Sei^timetits, (at 
other Times written, putjUm^d and defepdcd) 
to tht known'^Senfe of MapkJnd, and thp'^Laws 
of the Land, th^y could n6t;Jiaj;re efqaped fiip|i 
tllenfure and Ariimadver^fionS fr.^m* their jSup^ 
.riors; theOniiffidn of lyh^h ought to^ ^ ccr-- 
tain and iridubitihle Proof to ajl Perfpns of 
"Modefty and ingenuity, that tliey were not . 

really 
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really fach Gontradidions as this Catb fuppdibi 
nor merited any iiich Cenfure or Animadver-^ 
fion i and therefore^ that the Silence of fuch 
Superiors may be reafonably fuppofed to a-» 
mount to an Approbation, grounded on the 
Laws of the Land, the Intereft of the Publick, 
or the real Trudi and Nature of Things* That 
each of thefe being fairly and feverally drawn 
out, engroj9ed and attefted, under the Seal and 
Sign-manual of the proper Officers of the 
Coipmifiion^ fhall be produced in any Matter 
of Religious Debate or Controversy^ and 
pleaded with the fame Force as Precedents, or 
adjudged Cafes in Law or Equity, and that a 
Cafe fo ftated, figned and attefted by thepro^ 
per Officers, (hall be allowed as direft Proof 
upon any given Queftion, againft which no 
Obje<ftion ihall be made, or Exception legale 
ly taken. Such a Regulation as tms we hum<>- 
bly prefume will be of Angular Ufe to feveral 
eminent Perfons, who will hereby be difchar- 
ged from any Neceffity of attempting to rc*- 
concile any apparent Contradidtiojis betwixt 
Intereji and Conjcienee i Subfcriptiom and DoC-- 
trine, or DoSlrine and PraSfice^ into which 
they may have been betrayed in the feveral 
Gradations of their Studies and Proniotions ; 
and will be at the fame time of infinite JRirvicc 
to others, who fhall at any time hereafter be 
.compelled to make ufe of the fame Means, in 
purfuit pf the fame Ends : And for. the greater 
Enceef agement of all tuch Ecclefiaftical Per- 
fons as £hail.have Recburfe to our Office, for 

^ 1 ' fuch 
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iiich attefted Copies, &c. they (hall receive 
them gratis^ without Fee or Reward, as an 
Acknowledgment of the unfpeakable Service ; 
they have done to our Society, under the Mafk 
of a dircft and avowed Oopofition, 

As for Political ContradiSimSy they are of 
two Sorts : Dodlrinal or FraSHcal^ both which 
are unavoidable in the Courfe of a long per* 
plex'd unileady Adminiflration, fuch as often 
has, and often hereafter may happen in this, 
as well as other Kingdoms and Countries. Of 
thefe too I have a long Lift lying before me, 
•— — ^d Cyntbius aurem vellit ■ which, as 
they are not to be reconciled by t;he popular and 
vulgar Forms of Logick and Argumentation, 
muft of ncceflity have Recourfe to other Me- 
thods ; iif therefore any fuch Contradidlions 
have been at any time reconciled by a Majority 
of Votes in either Houfe of Parliament, fuch 
Contradictions fo reconciled, (hall be forthwith 
entered in our Office, and be deemed and coh^ 
fidered as Matters of perpetual and unalterable 
Record. And if any Minifter ftiould be fo un* 
happy as to be pufh'd by an Opppfition, to 
reconcile any contradidory Speeches or Mea* 
ibres which fhall be malicioufly laid to his 
Chatge, he fhall in every fuch Cafe apply him- 
felf to our Office, for a Writ of Reconciliatitm 
o£ the afortSaiid CofitradiSlion ; .which being 
•iigned and fealed by the Majority of our Com- 
miffioners, and duly ftamp'd in iiich manner 
as the Law fhall dire<ft, fhail from that tintie be 
deemed a legal Proteftion, and be efiedlually 
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pleaded in bar to any malicious retroipedire 
f" Enquiries into any contra diSlory Speeches^ Jif^ 
\ Jirmations^ Declarations^ Promifes or PraBices 
of the (aid Minifter, on whofc Generofity we 
ihall depend for fuch a valuable Compenfatioa 
as bis particular Clrcumftances may require and 
admits and our feafonable and necefTary Afiifl:- 
ance may be reafonably thought to defcrve. 

You fee. Dear Sir, a rough and imperfed: 
Draught of my general Scheme, which I en- 
tirely fubmit to your Corre<flion, I fhall only 
add a Word or two, i. To ihew its Excellen- 
cy and Ufefulnefs^ and how much more rea- 
fonable it is than that of our Adverfaries. 2, 
To give a few general Hints to all our Friends, 
* which may be ufeful in the Profccution of our 
great Defign, 

The Excellency of our general Scheme ap- 
pears in this, that it is reafonable, regular and 
. confiftpqt : Our Foundation is laid upon good 
Terra Jirma^ where our Settlement lies, the 
Interefts and Enjoyments of which are the Ob* 
jeds of all our Senies, which Senfes (as tbeBc-» 
lie vers themfelvea acknowledge) are * infallible i 
^nd therefore, whilft: we give up ourfelves to 
the Direction of our Senfes, we are under the 
Piredlion of five or fix infallible Guides^ And 
wljat can any reafonaWe Man defire more to 
keep hiox in the Right Way ? The Percep* 
tiojfts of theie infallible Guides are fo vivid and 
ftrong, their Light fa glaring, their Evidence 
fo irrefiflable, that all Mankind are agreed to 
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call it Common Senfe % and the Inferences, Con* 
dufions and Dedudions drawn from them is 
called Reafon s for all Men agree that Reajon 
prefuppofes and depends upon Common Senfe^ 
and cannot fubfift without it. So far we arc 
fafe under infallible Diredtion j and here our 
Guides advife us to fit down and enjoy our- 
felvcs, and make the moft of the prefent ; but 
if we be rcftlefs and uneafy, and want to be 
making further Difcoveries, they refafe to go 
with us, gnd leave us to grope out our Way 
by ourfclves, through Parknefi and Uncertain- 
ty ; which we think to be a bold and dange^ 
rous Adventure, and therefore are refolved to 
know when we are well, and run ho Hazard 
in Purfuit of Uncertainties. 

But the Believing Scheme is the diro<3: con* 
trary to all this : No vifible Foundation ; no 
infallible Diredion ; all is Fiftion, Chimaera 
and Romance ; their Strudure is like a Cone^ 
or a Pyramid inverted^ the Baji of which is at 
an invifible ^nd infinite Diftance above the 
Clouds, and its Vertex terminating in fomc 
little indivifible Poipt of Brute Matter : So that 
infl:ead of the regular and natural Afcent firom 
the Bottom to the Top, their Progreflion is 
from the Top to the Bottom, like thofe bold 
Adventurers, who fly down a Rope from th? 
Top of a Church-Steeple, or like wanton Girls 
that crawl down Stairs with their Heads fore- 
moft, to the manifeft Hazard of their Nofes, 
if not of their Necks. In fhort, the one is 
in&Uibly fafe and certain, fo i&r as it goes : 

The 




MHi 



The other is full of Terror, Uncertainty, aricl 
Danger. It is therefore the Intereft of Man- 
kind to know when they are well, to keep in 
the fafe Way, to run no hazard in purfuit of 
invilible fairy Treafures, but thankfully to en- 
joy the numberlefs Pleafures that are ready 
provided to their harids s and to convince and 
perfuade the filly credulous Part of our Species 
to do the lame, is the higheft A& of Benevo- 
lence to our Fellow-Creatures. And as this is 
principally intended for the benefit of the next 
Age, there being very little hope of making 
more Converts in this, our firft and great Con- 
cern muft be to prevent the fatal Imprefiions 
of Prejudice and Superftition that may be made 
upon the Minds of the growing Generation. 
For this end we muft exert all our Intereft and 
Power to difccurage and fupprefs the number- 
lefe Charity and Grammar Schools ereftcd in all 
Parts of thefe Kingdoms. The Minds of Chil- 
dren are tender and flexible, apt to receive and 
retain any.Imprefiions that may be made up- 
on them by the AfFc<ftioii or Authority of their 
Teachers and Governors, and when thefe arc 
lipplied to flatter their natural Vanity, under 
pretence of informing their Underftanding, no 
wonder they are eafily admitted, and with 
great Difficulty if ever erafcd out of their 
Minds. Here, forfooth, they are taught fine 
Lefl5)ns of the Dignity of human Nature, and 
the glorious Prerogatives of immortal Souls; 
they are told that the great DiflFcrence between 
Man and Mdn, docs not depend upon the Di- 
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llinftions of Birth or Fortune, but upon the 
inaaginary Excellencies of fuperior Knowledge, 
Probity, Piety, and a Senfe of Religion; that 
therefore a pious Beggar is better than an «»- 
godly Squirmy and that a pw hdieving Labourer 
ia more excellent in the Sight of God than an 
pnbelieving hord^ and that whatever Figure 
they may eithpr of them make, whatever For- 
tune either of them may meet with here, in 
the next World all fliall be fet right ; that the 
humble, faithful, perfevering Chriftian, ihall 
there enjoy an eternal State of unfpeakable Hap- 
pinefs, whilft their ungodly Superiors (hall be 
doomed to endlefs Mifery and Defpair, Thefe 
fine Notions fo agreeable to the natural Vani- 
ty of Mankind, tend to deftroy all that necef- 
iary Subordination on which the Peace and 
Order of Society is known to depend. This 
fpirits up the lower part of Mankind to re- 
nounce that reafonable Dependance and Sub- 
^edlion, which they naturally owe to their Su- 
periors in Birth and Fortune, and makes thena 
forget that they were intended for nothing 
higher than to be Vaflals and Beafts of Bur- 
den to their Betters, whofe Will and Fleafurc 
ought to be the fole Rule and Meafure of their 
religious, moral, political, and focial Condudt,, 
No wonder, therefore, they are fo tenacious of 
thofe religious Principles, which feem to raife 
them from their original Obf^urity, and fet 
them upon a Ifvel with the beft part of Man- 
kind. This is a bad Story, but this is not the 
wcarft; Our Univerfities are the Bane and Peft 
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of the Nation 5 there the fond indigefted l^rih^^ 
ciples of the Nurfe, the Grand-mother^ th« 
ScbooUdame> and the Parfbn^ are formed into 
Syftems, and fo deeply riveted in the Headf 
and Hearts of the young People^ that not onift 
in a thoufand has the Courage to contradict or 
oppofe them. Here they are quickly taught 
the Art ofWrangling, by which they pretend to 
juftify thcfe ridiculous Syftems, and even t6 
zOl ofienfivcly againft the prevailihg Principles 
and Pra^ices of the polite World^ and efpe- 
ciaily if they get into holy Orders (as they call 
*em,) and a Cure of Souls, they grow iawcy 
and unfupportable to People of Tafte and Fi-^ 
gare, infomuch that I have known a mfre 
Country Parjim; who hardly knew the Diffe-^ 
fence betwixt a Pointer and a Setting-dog, pre-t 
tend to be as wife as a yujiiee i)f the ^orum^ 
or even as the Lord of the Manor. — — — * And 
further, to fliew their irreconcilable A vcrifiod 
to our Principles and Society, they have ercc^ 
ted in each Univerfity a Protejlant Inquijition^ 
in which they pretend to judge, cenfurc, -and 
punifh fuch of their- Members as have Senfe 
and Courage enough to oppofe their Syftems of 
Religion and Orthodoxy, and write or fpeak of 
our Side of the Queftion : Witnefs the outra- 
gious Perfecution of a few honeft, Inqaifitivei 
penetrating Gentlemen about feven Years ago 
at Trinity College in Oxford, and the kte bar-^ 
barous IJfage of fome of eur Friends this very 
Year at Cambridge. When we juftly charge 
all this upon the Ignorance^ the Pride, -thfe 
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perfecifting Spirit of Pricfts, who arc in all 
Religions, the fame ftupid, infolent, domi- 
neering Tyrants, whenever they are trufted 
with Power $ they immediately iniult us with 
a long Bead-roll of illuilrious Names, fiich as 
BacoTiy Boyle^ P^fi^h Grotius^ Clarendon^ Net-- 
jbuy Locke^ Addifon, Newton^ Cheyne^ &c, who, 
tho' Laymen, yet believed as heartily, and 
wrote as learnedly in defence of their Supers 
fiition as any Prieft of them all. •*— * Ay, and 
a very good Reafon may be given for it 5 they 
had all been bred up in the fame dull Way^ 
had fuck'd in the fame early Prejudices yf^ith 
their Mothers Milk, had run through the Pe- 
dantry of Grammar Schools, and were thence 
&nt to receive the finifhing Stroke of orthodox 
Stupidity at thefe Univerfities. Had theie 
Gentlemen had a modern polite Education^ we 
ihould have ktn them in a different way of 
thinking, writing, and adting, and perhaps as 
avowed Enemies to Prieflcraft and Superflition, 
as any of our Society; always applying that Gold-^- 
en Saying of John Dryden^Sy That Priejis of 
all Religions are the fame. So long therefore as 
thefe Univerfities fubfifl and flourifh, we have 
little reafon to expeA any good i Our Inte- 
refls and Principles are incompatible with theirs; 
either they mufl fink, or we mufl fujSer 3 till 
they fall, we can have no reafonable Hope of 
rifing to any tolerable degree of Credit or 
Power, much lefs to an Eflablifhment. Wc 
mufl therefore, upon all Occafions, bear our 
Tcftimony loudly againft them ; we mufl dif^ 
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play and aggravate the Secret, as well as known 
Irregularities of thofe Jefuitical Societies ; not 
foigctting eipecially the late Affsiir ^t JVadbam 
College ; and ftrongly infinuate fomething 
more than bare Sulpicions of the fame or 
greater Guilt in others, who are fo cunning at 
prefent as to conceal it from the World ; and 
at the iame time take care among our intimate 
Friends, to laih thefe impertinent Pedants for 
their unmaiinerly Behaviour to a worthy learned 
Gentleman, for doing no more than his Bet- 
ters have done before him, and which upon 
our Principle of natural Religion^ we are able 
and ready to defend and juftify \. Thus we 
have them under the lafh x>n both fides of the 
Queftirn. T})e Guilt {if it be a Crime,) ortbe 
barbarous Severity^ (if it were none) muji be 
ebarged upon the whole Society. And what a 
Handle docs this give us to condemn them all 
in the grofs, as Enemies of Liberty, and Se- 
minaries of Slavery and Super ftition, where no 
Perfon'ofTafte, Rank, or Figure, fhould ven- 
ture to traft their Children for Education ? No, 
no, let them, if it be neceflary and fcafible^ 
learn to read and write, and fpell at home, let 
due Care be taken to keep them in good Health, 
and Spirits, by fuch Exercifes as arc fit for 
their Age and Quality, that they may not grow 
Ipw-fpirited, fickly, and fuperftitious, by too 
much Confinement, Reading, and other un- 
gentlcman-like Employments. When they are 
of a proper Age, let them be brought to Town, 
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and introduced ipto the Ijeft Cfmpmy «t tfaj^ 
Sh.yhouJ}ythtOpfra,thtM^fqHera(^ ^tC^cik^ 

late-If puffy the Pagmpy%ht7a^frnM^fh^nheB: 
they are fufEciiMtly .gliMJe4 With Wte ^k ^uid' 
Gallantries oJF tt^ir own CwAtry ; then, ilF it for 
thought exp^dieijt, aad ^e*f ^Cotifti Widow and 
Fortune w^ bear i^, l^t^m trayol, make die 
Tourof £i/^/?i^ witha deqe^t Eqiiipage, un- 
der the pirpdjtioij oif a Frfnck pr 5w^ ValeU 
de^Cb(imiirey bm not b# pj9.a|njed tQ the nar* 
rpw, pedantick ^^ules of Pneflb, who huve 
t^ie y^p.ity to b? called Qqmfrmurs^ a»i bc^ 
have accordingly* L^t %\^m he fur/$ fx) keei> an 
exa^ Jpurnai of ali the >»^pQr^blel)vwte that 
4)aU ^fall ^heni, and a)ii $^ Curiosities tliey 
may pipejt with in thpij: Ma«:h> particukrly 
where jhey met wi^h if^? he,^ Wiw, x^ Ae. 
fjneft \Vomen, wh^J: Cm^i^ Qjr £>tttchft& 
kept the moft brilliant AflpinMyj ho!^ f»IDy 
BilletS'dmyc thpy yrrpt? and riecejyed, hpw ma- 
ny Intrigues upon their h^i^ wijh ILddics of the 
firfi: Quality in all the Q>urt& of ^//r^» how 
many Jlencounters with M^rqqiijes, Counti^ 
and Pukes, in honour of f he Fgir. J^pt th^Oi 
beddes kepp a Catalogue dFU^e mp^ c^l|$br4ted 
Courtefans, Fidjers, Singers anj} P»in|«j?s^ let 
them pickupalltheStpriiK of yk^^ 
Ipwd Nups ; let jhpn| |«anj fp bj y^ry f fch U|H 
op th^ rjf^ipulpus Pagwntry/ ^d li^dary 
Taks qf tbp iJfl^aj^ Woffliip* Wthf proper. 
Iqnqpndo's of Parallel? at l^poie* And when 
they haye gleape4 Pfi ^ M^raWp Iraftcof 



